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Introduction.

Christians have been influenced by our humanistic evolutionary society and educational system to come to erroneous conclusions as it applies to the matter of race.  Some who have not studied to show themselves approved unto God have imagined strange ideas that are not in submission to the truths of scripture.  Others have been influenced by cults that have developed very strange ideas about race that also are unscriptural and contrary to the facts.  In this paper we want to study the facts so that we can come to the right conclusions and glorify God by believing His truth.

FACT #1, THERE IS ONLY ONE RACE: THE HUMAN RACE.

The gist of most of the 13 definitions for the word “race” found in The American College Dictionary of 1955 agree with this conclusion.  Definition number seven for the word “race” says, “The human race or family, or mankind.”  Scripture supports this view.  Acts 17:26 says, “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”  All human beings are equally developed humans shown by the same blood types among all, the acceptability of organ transplants and the ability to intermarry and produce children.  According to Ken Ham and his book, The Revised and Expanded Answers book, on page 220 he wrote, “In fact the DNA differences are trivial.  The DNA of any two people in the world would typically differ by just .02 percent.  The differences among us of color, size, hair type, facial features etc. are only what is typical among the rest of creation and the differences within species.

FACT #2, RACES AND RACISM ARE NOT BIBLE CONCEPTS.

The Bible in referring to the different people groups and their characteristics never uses the word race.  Instead we see such words as nation, tribe, tongue, people as found in Revelation 14:6, “And I saw another angel fly in the midst of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every nation, and kindred, and tongue, and people.”  One of The definitions of racism found in The American College Dictionary, says, “A belief that human races have developed with distinctive make-ups that determine their respective cultures, usually involving the idea that one’s own race is superior and has the right to rule others.”  I believe this definition is very accurate and shows that the heart of racism is the sinful heart or fallen nature of man.  

There is also a connection to evolution.  According to Ken Ham on page 221 evolutionists believed that different people groups had “separate origins” evolving from different groups of animals.  Therefore among evolutionists is the idea that some people may have evolved differently or more advanced than others.  On page 221 of The New Answers Book , “Darwinian evolution was (and still is) inherently a racist philosophy, teaching that different groups or ‘races’ of people evolved at different times and rates, so some groups are more like their apelike ancestors than others.  The Australian Aborigines, for instance were considered the missing link between the apelike ancestor and the rest of mankind.  This resulted in terrible prejudices and injustices towards the Australian Aborigines.  Ernst Haeckel… stated: At the lowest stage of human mental development are the Australians, the Polynesians the Bushmen, Hottentots and some of
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 the Negro tribes…They live together in herds like apes.”  An African pygmy man named, Ota Benga was forced to live in a cage with an Orangutan in the Bronx zoo of New York.  In light of the facts, evolutionary racism is horribly discriminatory and downright evil.

FACT #3, ALL PEOPLE HAVE DESCENDED FROM NOAH AND ADAM.

Genesis 3:20 says, “And Adam called his wife’s name Eve; because she was the mother of all living.”  The statement, “The mother of all living” simply means that she was the mother of all living human beings on earth beside herself and her husband Adam.  There is no genealogical record of any other people besides the descendants of Adam and Eve.  To make up any other supposition such as pre- Adamic races or Con- Adamic races is to wrest the scriptures to your own destruction (II Peter 3:16, Revelation 22:18,19).  Unfortunately there are people who have developed the unscriptural theory of pre-Adamic races to account for millions of years of evolutionary theory and that Genesis 1:3 details a re-creation.  No one reading the account would ever come up with such non-sense.  This theory only was developed to accommodate evolution to the Bible.  Others believe that black people were a con- Adamic race not mentioned in the Bible.  This view was developed by pure racists that detest and refuse the fact that we are all related.   

When God destroyed the world with the flood the scriptures tell us that all people died except for Noah his three sons and their wives safe in the ark.  Genesis 7:7 and 16 says, “And Noah went in, and his sons, and his wife and his sons’ wives with him into the ark…and the LORD shut him in.”  The language here is very clear that only Noah and his family represented the human race within the ark.  Verses 21-23 are also very clear that no one and no living air breathing creature outside the ark survived the flood.  “And all flesh died that moved upon the earth both of fowl and of cattle and of beast and of every creeping thing that creepeth upon the earth and every man; All in whose nostrils was the breath of life, of all that was in the dry land died.  And every living substance was destroyed which was upon the face of the ground, both man and cattle and the creeping things and the fowl of the heaven and they were destroyed from the earth: and Noah only remained alive, and they that were with him in the ark.”  In Genesis 9:1 we read that all people have descended from Noah and his sons.  “And God blessed Noah and his sons, and said unto them, Be fruitful and multiply and replenish the earth.”
FACT #4, RACIAL FEATURES AND RACISM ARE THE RESULT OF GOD’S SUPERNATURAL JUDGMENT AT BABEL.

Genesis 10:32 says, “These are the families of the sons of Noah, after their generations, in their nations: and by these were the nations divided in the earth after the flood.”  Prior to this verse Genesis chapter ten lists 70 sons of Shem Ham and Japheth the sons of Noah.  From verse 32 we learn that God divided the earth up and directed these 70 families to go and overspread the earth and develop into nations teaching as patriarchs the knowledge and faith of the Lord to their descendants.  This is supported by Deuteronomy 32:8, “When the Most High divided to the nations their inheritance, when he separated the sons of Adam, he set bounds of the people according to the number of the children of
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 Israel.”  Very clearly God gave the earth as an inheritance with bounds that they were to remain within and that there were 70 just as there were 70 of the sons of Israel that went down into Egypt.  This information is also referred to by the apostle Paul in Acts 17:26. “And hath made of one blood all nations of men for to dwell on all the face of the earth, and hath determined the times before appointed, and the bounds of their habitation.”  Here we learn that not only did God give them boundaries to go to and dwell within, but a time limit to get there within.

We learn from Genesis 11 that they did not obey.  Verse one tells us, “And the whole earth was of one language and of one speech.”  Verse four says, “And they said, Go to let us build us a city and a tower whose top may reach unto heaven and let us make us a name lest we be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.”  The ideas here are that they did not intend to obey God, but to fortify themselves against God and to build such a metropolis that they would not need God but could live independently of God developing a false religious system worshipping the sun moon and stars of heaven replacing God.  This is evident from the fury and judgment of God that followed.  

Genesis 11: 5-9 are here quoted.  “And the Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which the children of men builded.  And the Lord said, Behold the people is one, and they have all one language; and this they begin to do: and now nothing will be restrained from them, which they have imagined to do.  Go to, let us go down, and there confound their language, that they may not understand one another’s speech.  So the Lord scattered them abroad from thence upon the face of all the earth: and they left off to build the city.  Therefore is the name of it called Babel; because the Lord did there confound the language of all the earth: and from thence did the LORD scatter them abroad upon the face of all the earth.”  

To prevent one world unity against God, God confounded and established all the languages of the earth and drove the families to the places foreordained.  They took with them their rebellious idolatrous hearts as they developed towers or ziggurats to worship the sun moon and stars where ever they went.  This also explains why lands are called by the name of the person assigned to live there like, the land of Canaan or the land of Egypt etc.

The language barrier and the tribal inbreeding that resulted by staying within the God appointed boundaries for generations, up until Israel took the lead and started the first conquest to conquer and take over a land not originally appointed by God, resulted in the development of different racial or tribal features.  This is explained briefly by Henry M. Morris in The Genesis Record, on page 276.  “In a small population, however, the particular suite of genes that may be present in its members, though recessive in the larger population, will have opportunity to become openly expressed and even dominant under these circumstances.  
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Thus in a very few generations of such inbreeding, distinctive characteristics of skin color, height, hair texture, facial features, temperament, environmental adjustment, and others, could come to be associated with particular tribes and nations.” 

 Ken Ham in The Revised and Expanded Answers Book gives much more technical information about how this happened biologically.  On page 229 he wrote that Adam and Eve and Noah and his wife were “probably mid-brown, with genes for both dark and light skin, because a medium skin color would seem to be the most generally suitable (dark enough to protect against skin cancer, yet light enough to allow vitamin D production)…In fact most of the world’s population today is still mid-brown.”   

In the human race there are not different skin pigments or coloring like black, brown, red, yellow, white and pink as many people think.  To the contrary there is only one skin pigment or color.  It is called melanin.  It is the color dark brown and it is produced in different quantities in the cells of our skin according to our genetic make up.  People with no melanin have a genetic defect so that their skin does not produce melanin and they are pink in color and called albinos.  People with little melanin are white and the different shades of color from yellow to brown to black are all determined by larger amounts of melanin in their skin cells.  Melanin protects the skin from the harmful rays of the sun.  Smaller amounts of melanin make one susceptible to sun burn and skin cancer.  Those with greater amounts of melanin need to live in a sunny climate to avoid vitamin D deficiency and a disease called rickets.  

Ken Ham in his book, The New Answers Book, on page 230 explained it this way.  “Because of the new language and geographic barriers, the groups no longer freely mixed with other groups, and the result was a splitting of the gene pool…The characteristics of each became more and more prominent as new generations of children were born.”  On pages 226 and 227 of The Revised and Expanded Answers Book, Ken Ham wrote, “If people who are black…were to intermarry and migrate to a place where their offspring could not marry people of lighter color, all their descendants would be black.  If white people were to marry only other whites and migrate to a place where their offspring could not marry darker people, a pure white line would result- they would lose the genes needed to produce a large amount of melanin and so could not produce black children.  If those mid-brown no longer intermarry with others, they will be able to produce only mid-brown offspring.”  

The dispersion at Babel by the miracle of confounding the languages also developed distrust in other tribes or nations of people and a tribal pride that would later fuel animosity and wars seeking to dominate other tribes and nations to take over their land.  Such pride and animosity would for over 4000 years prevent the coming back together of the whole world to establish a one world society, government, economy and anti-God religion of idolatry.
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FACT #5, GOD’S FORBIDDING OF ISRAEL TO INTERMARRY WAS NOT FOR RACIAL REASONS.

It was only for the sake of not going into idolatry that Israel was forbidden to marry wives of the nations around them.  When they did, they went into idolatry as in the case of the judges as in Judges 3:6,7 and with Solomon and many of the kings like Ahab and Jezebel.  The principle was to avoid unequal yokes spiritually in marriage.  Women that

came to trust in the Lord and to worship Him were allowed to marry as in the case of Ruth the Moabitess, and Rahab the Canaanite.  We need to be reminded that Moses married an Ethiopian and Solomon married the Shunamite who said of herself in Song of Solomon 1:3, “I am black.” 

FACT #6, THE CURSE OF NOAH ON CANAAN WAS NOT A CURSE ON A PARTICULAR SKIN COLORED PEOPLE.

In Genesis 9, Noah’s son Ham saw the nakedness of his father after Noah got drunk.  He used this event as the fodder for rebelling against the spiritual authority of his father and to rebel against God against whom he may have been bitter.  In verse 25-27 Noah curses Ham’s son Canaan and blesses Shem and Japheth.  Many have referred to this event as the cursing of the African peoples and have even used it to justify the evil slavery of African people in the Americas and Europe.  Others have suggested that black people do not have the mental abilities to be scientists and developers, but due to the curse are relegated to service oriented menial existences.  All such postulations are gross misinterpretations of the Bible by sinful fleshly oriented racists.

Verse 25 says, “And he said, cursed by Canaan; a servant of servants shall he be unto his brethren.”  Any Bible taught person can easily recognize what is being referred to here.  Like the cults, it takes an imagination not controlled by the Holy Spirit of God to come up with something so opposed to the obvious.  This curse is referring to the Canaanites whom Israel the descendants of Shem would supplant and take over their land.  Moses is likely writing this about the time that they are heading as a delivered people from slavery in Egypt with the promise of God to conquer and take the land of Canaan.  We know this is true for several reasons.  First, Ham sinned yet the curse was not on Ham and all his descendants, but on Canaan only who was not involved in the sin yet was possibly the favorite son of Ham.  Next, the primary reason that Canaan is named, to be cursed, is because his land apportioned would one day be justifiably taken from his descendants because of the sin of Ham his father.  Notice it says, “a servant of servants shall he be to his brethren.”  Israel had been forced to be slaves in Egypt and when they took Canaan, the survivors of the Canaanites became their servants.  Gill said, 


The curse… very justly proceeds in the line of Canaan, and who is the 

rather mentioned, because he was the father of the accursed race of the Canaanites who God abhorred, and for their wickedness was about to 

drive out of their land and give it to his people for an inheritance and in 

order to which the Israelites were now upon the expedition when Moses
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wrote this account and which must animate them to it for by this prediction 

they would see that they were an accursed people and that they were to be 

their servants.

Gill’s conclusion is in agreement with many other great commentators of the past such as Matthew Henry, Albert Barnes, and Matthew Poole to name a few.

FACT #7, THE GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ENDS RACISM AND PREDJUDICISM.

Colossians 3:10,11 says, “And have put on the new man which is renewed in knowledge after the image of him that created him: Where there is neither Greek nor Jew, circumcision nor uncircumcision, Barbarian, Scythian, bond nor free: but Christ is all and in all.”  Putting on the new man is a reference to the spiritual new birth of regeneration or salvation.  To those who have been saved and have a new nature and put on that new man by walking in the Spirit and not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh, the physical and ethnic matters of this world do not matter any more!   These are things that are worldly and not heavenly matters.  To continue on in such unspiritual carnality is to betray one’s own unregenerate or backslidden spiritual condition.  

The reference to Barbarians and Scythians implies people that are foreigners or even natural national enemies in this world system of nations.  But once saved, that is not a matter of consideration to those who are in Christ and walking according to the new nature and the Holy Spirit.  We now are a part of a bigger family; the family of God and God is our Father and Christ our Savior and Heaven our home.  We therefore have a duty to love and reach out to brethren being persecuted for Christ around this world.  Ethnicity is not a consideration to withhold brotherly compassion and aid.

Christ taught us in Matthew 23:8 to understand that we all “are brethren.”  Understanding that salvation often brings division to the natural family.   For many that get saved their primary family becomes their spiritual family.  And for those that link religion with family like Catholics, Jews, Muslims and Hindus, salvation often results in excommunication from natural family and the only family that they have on earth is their spiritual family.  Jesus said in Matthew 10:34-37, “Think not that I am come to send peace on earth: I came not to send peace but a sword.  For I am come to set a man at variance against his father and the daughter against her mother and the daughter in law against her mother in law.  And a man’s foes shall be they of his own household.  He that loveth father or mother more than me is not worthy of me: and he that loveth son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”  

This love and care for other Christians of differing ethnic and national backgrounds is what was to be a matter of notice and testimony to those who are not saved.  Jesus said in John 13:34,35, “A new commandment I give unto you, That ye love one another; as I have loved you, that ye also love one another.  By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.”  In the early church this love was put to the test
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 and manifested.  Paul, in Galatia, was badgered by Judaizers, who opposed the Gospel going to Gentiles or felt that Gentile Christian converts should also take on Judaism’s circumcision, feasts and Sabbaths etc.  A certain amount of ethnic division existed.  Yet Paul led the Gentile Christians to take up an offering (II Corinthians 8:4) to be a blessing to the Jewish Christians who were being persecuted and to treat them sacrificially as there own flesh with love as brethren.  The fact of the matter is that when a person gets saved they become “pilgrims and strangers” on this earth having left earthly country ie. ethnicity and natural family to pursue the heavenly country, (Hebrews 11:13-16).  We become the royal priesthood, holy nation and peculiar people of God that show forth his

praises not the praises of earthly national and ethnic pride.  This is what we will be doing in Christ’s heavenly kingdom and now especially in the church is the practice ground to get it right.  Ruth the Moabitess said in Ruth 1:16 what we all should say to our brothers and sisters in Christ of differing ethnic backgrounds when once we are saved, “for whither thou goest, I will go; and where thou lodgest, I will lodge: thy people shall be my people, and thy God my God.”

FACT #8, THE WORLD’S ATTEMPTS TO END RACISM ARE DOOMED TO FAIL.

Education and legislation help.  Many believe one- worldism will end racism and bring harmony and equality.  However, “pride of life” according to I John 2:16 is bound up in the sin nature.  It takes a new heart through the miracle of the spiritual new birth to change the pride of life.  Pride of life is bound up in this world’s system.  Satan the god of this world will always appeal and use the pride of life to divide and destroy.   It is one of his favorite devices.  He used it with Eve and with Jesus when tempting them.  Therefore, people that marry different ethnicity will have problems in this pride of life charged world and may create difficulty for their children in this pride of life charged world.  Only with Christ can predjudices be overcome.  Really, then, until Satan is banished and Jesus rules there will be no peace of any sort on earth apart from salvation.  Jesus is the only answer.  Revelation 21:3-5 says, “And I heard a great voice out of heaven saying, Behold, the tabernacle of God is with men, and he will dwell with them and they shall be his people, and God himself shall be with them and be their God.  And God shall wipe away all tears from their eyes; and there shall be no more death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall there be any more pain: for the former things are passed away.  And he that sat upon the throne said, Behold, I make all things new.  And he said unto me, Write: for these words are true and faithful.”
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