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Introduction.

Recently a few independent Bible believing Baptists have made no small stir rejecting the majority held position of a pre-tribulation rapture.  The two prominent preachers are Kent Hovind and Steven Anderson.  This is not the first time such a revelation and proclamation has been made within the Bible believing independent Baptist movement.  In fact, when published in 1917, The Fundamentals, made the case for pre-millenialism so that both pre-tribulation rapturists and post tribulation rapturists would be under the banner of fundamentalism.  Most scholars who have written on eschatology give adequate comparison and analogy of both positions and those men who hold them.   Dwight Pentecost in Things To Come, gives thorough consideration to the post Tribulation rapture position and the men of 1958 that held to it such as Alexander Reese, Robert Cameron and George Rose. 

In my opinion the Post tribulation rapture position seems very simplistic.  Its simplicity is its only attraction unless for some reason it can be used in an opportunistic way for personal fame or gain.  In a day of Christian and liberty decline and the rise of cults and terror one could play on fear and possibly generate a great following.  Post tribulation rapture is lacking important Bible study, which we will cover here.  In 1990 the independent Bible believing movement was rocked when Marvin Rosenthal wrote the book, The Pre-Wrath Rapture of the Church.  A few people in the Bible believing movement got on board with post tribulation theory, but for the most part the majority stayed with Pre-tribulation rapturism.  Kent Hovind and Steve Anderson are not presenting anything new.  They are just presenting it to a new young generation that has not studied the matter out.  Many had been taught pre-tribulation rapturism and did not know from the Bible why and are being attracted to the simplicity of post-tribulation rapturism.  More followers may be attracted from the Bible believing movement because of the trend in the 21st century not to study, but just watch a video of a simple presentation or an internet blog, but ultimately the Bible believing movement that studies will not depart from pre-tribulation rapturism any more now then when Rosenthal challenged us in 1990, because pre tribulation rapturism is thoroughly biblical.

Whenever we teach on the subject of the rapture and rapture haters are present they always cry against the word rapture because it does not appear in the Bible.  However, any honest student of scripture knows that the concept is taught without the specific word.  For example, in Hebrews 11:5, Enoch was translated and in I Thes. 4:16 the believers alive and remaining are “caught up”.  If you want to be a stickler for exact words then go ahead and use the words translation or catching up.  However, it is ok to use a non- Biblical word to describe a Bible doctrine.  We do this with the word “trinity” and “deity” etc.  Therefore, we will use the word rapture in this paper.

I am not going to throw the baby out with the bathwater.  We owe Kent Hovind a great amount of gratitude for the impact he has made with his creation video series.  It is excellent and worth using and maybe the best there is from a KJV independent Baptist position.  Also, Steve Anderson has done very well in his video presenting the facts of the tribulation concerning the mark of the beast and the one world government, religion and economy.  However we do believe that he has made some grave errors that are highly 

worthy of exposure and rebuke.  In this study we will answer from the Bible Steve and Kent’s contentions, demonstrate the problems created and rebuke the errors.

The Answer to the Post tribulation contentions.

1. “The Bible does not teach that the rapture is imminent (at any moment).”  

Luke 19:13, “…Occupy till I come.”  Jesus taught plainly in this parable that he would go away and come again and that his servants were to commit themselves to labor at His work, in His stead in such a way that they would be ready to give account when He returned.  Since he did not tell them when he would return they must be ready at any moment.  Their reward would be to rule over cities on earth in His millennial kingdom.  If it is known when Jesus returns, after tribulation, then there is no point in Jesus’ command.  He could have said, “wait until the tribulation, then occupy till I come.”  Not knowing the time of His return motivates faithful service.

John 14:1-3, “Let not your heart be troubled…I go to prepare a place for you.  And if I go to prepare a place for you I will come again and receive you unto myself; that where I am ye may be also.”  Any disciple looking into the eyes of Jesus hearing His voice say these words will believe that He potentially may come in their lifetime.  All the references of Jesus commanding disciples to watch (Mt.24:42, 25:13), support the teaching that His return was to be considered imminent.  The Jesus of Post Tribulation rapturists is a deceiver.  To them Jesus did not mean, “I will come again and receive YOU (His disciples to which He was speaking), unto myself”, but that He would receive a few survivors in the last day after the mark of the Beast and the tribulation.

I Cor.15:51-52, “…we shall not all sleep…we shall be changed.”  If this referred only to a select few that surprisingly survived the tribulation at the end then the pronoun “they” would have been used.  The word “we” is used by inspiration to portray the imminent return hope.

Phil.3:20, “For our conversation is in heaven; from whence we look for the Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ: who shall change our vile body…”  The apostle Paul and the church at Philippi were looking for Jesus to return.  They clearly believed His return was imminent.

I Thes.1:9,10, “For they themselves show…how ye turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God; and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead even Jesus, which delivered us from the wrath to come.”  The Thessalonian Christians were waiting for Jesus to return knowing they were delivered from the wrath to come.  No clearer statement could be made for the doctrine of imminence!

I Thes.5:6, “Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober.”  There is no reason to watch if the possibility does not exist that the rapture is imminent.

Titus 2:13, “Looking for that blessed hope and the glorious appearing of the great God and our Savior Jesus Christ.”  Such “looking” required a belief in the imminent appearance of Christ.  The Post Tribulation Rapturist cannot look for the appearing of Jesus but the appearing of antichrist, tribulation and mark of the Beast.

James 5:8, “Be ye also patient; stablish your hearts: for the coming of the Lord draweth nigh.”  If the rapture is not until after the tribulation and mark of the Beast then there would be no reason for believers 2000 years ago to learn patience to anticipate the nearness of Christ’s return.

IJohn 2:28-3:3, “And now little children abide in him that when he shall appear, we may have confidence and not be ashamed before him at his coming…Beloved now are we the sons of God and it doth not yet appear what we shall be but we know that when he shall appear we shall be like him fore we shall see him as he is.  And every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself even as he is pure.”  It may be asked, “why is imminent rapture important?”  It is important that the church be anticipating the rapture at any moment so that we will keep ourselves pure so that we are ready so that there is no shame or regret, but only confident readiness.  The opposite of imminent rapture leads to spiritual laziness even backsliding.  Why live pure if Jesus is not coming until after tribulation.  Live for self now and get pure later could be the excuses of post tribulation rapturists.  Such explains why the churches of Rev. 2,3 do not repent and modern day churches do not believe in repentance.

This list is not exhaustive.  More scriptures could be given but these are sufficient.  Dear reader, you do realize the gravity of what we have just proven from the scriptures don’t 

you?  You see the whole post tribulation rapture theory rests on the wrong teaching that the rapture is not imminent.  They teach that the Rapture is at the end after the tribulation and the mark of the Beast.  Post tribulation rapturists proudly declare that they know the day and the hour.  However, since the rapture was considered imminent by New Testament Christians, it has to be pre tribulation and the day and hour unknown.

A theory offered to debunk these scriptures that teach imminence is the theory that during the apostolic age of the church, Jesus could have come back because the temple and priesthood still existed and operated.  When the temple was destroyed the hope of imminence ended.  There are a few problems with this theory.  First, it is not a literal interpretation of all of the above scriptures, but is a spiritualization of the parable of the fig tree in Mt.24:32 to trump literal interpretation.  Second, Jesus is omniscient. He knows everything there is to know.  Therefore, He knew that He was not coming back before AD 70.  He knows also when He will return at the end with power and great glory to rule. Everyone knows that day for it has been revealed in Zechariah 14:2-4.  It is the day all nations gather together against Jerusalem to battle.  “For I will gather all nations together to battle…Then shall the Lord go forth and fight against those nations…and his feet shall stand in that day upon the mount of Olives.”  It is the time of the rapture that He willfully does not know.  “But of that day and that hour knoweth no man, no, not the angels which are in heaven, neither the Son, but the Father only.  Take ye heed, watch, and pray, for ye know not when the time is.”  (Mark 13:32,33).  

Others have speculated that since Jesus told Peter how he would die and that Paul spoke of a falling away first that the apostles could not have believed in Christ’s imminent return.  But they did!  Peter in IIPeter 3:1-4 identified people that did not believe in the imminent coming of Christ as “scoffers”.  Though Jesus spoke of Peter’s death, he must have held out hope that it was possible for the rapture to happen first.  Likewise with Paul though by inspiration he spoke of the great falling away, he also knew that the “mystery of iniquity doth already work”, therefore it was possible that Christ could come back to rapture him, for he could think that the falling away was at hand too.

Think about it.  What kind of Jesus would bait His disciples about the hope of His imminent return and then secretly switch it to the end after tribulation and the rebuilding of the temple?  Again, the post tribulation rapturist Jesus is a deceiver.  This theory comes out of lack of study of scripture and the confusing of Christ’s return to rule the world with the rapture of the true church into clouds to meet the Lord in the air.  Thankfully, the imminent coming of Christ is taught in the Bible after the temple destruction of AD 70.  “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly.  Amen.  Even so come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev.22:20).   According to Strong, quickly means, “readily, without delay.”

2. “The rapture is the ‘gathering’ after the tribulation according to Mt.24:31, ‘And he shall send his angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his elect from the four winds…’”

Dear reader we agree that this reads very similarly to I Thes.4:16 regarding the trump of God and the catching up of those that are alive and remain.  And if we were just simple students of the word that do not study the sense and meaning as scripture teaches us to do, (Neh.8:8), we might conclude that this is the rapture.  However, a good student of the Word trained to preach the word will be able to work in the original languages to verify actual meaning.  I fear that there is a growing pride of lack of education to pastor and preach the word and churches are taking pastors who are not able to “rightly divide the word of truth”.  

The Greek word translated “gather” in Mt.24:31 can in no way mean rapture!  It is impossible for this gathering to be rapture!  The Greek word is a compound word “episunago”.  The word “epi” is a preposition meaning upon.  The word “sunago” is the root for synagogue or congregation.  Its most literal meaning is to congregate together at some place on the earth.  There is no possibility for the concept, “caught up” to be understood from this word.  The angels here lead living elect people to congregate together by travel from all four directions on the earth to the place where Jesus has come in Jerusalem, to be identified as his sheep that will enter alive into His Millenial kingdom on earth, (see Mt.25:31-34).  They are not transformed into glorified bodies and supernaturally caught up into the clouds, for they will enter the Millenium in physical human bodies and be fruitful, multuply and replenish the earth.  To make the Greek word “episunago” to mean rapture is private interpretation at the least and heresy at worst!  If “episunago” meant rapture or gathering in the air or clouds with Jesus as is pictured in I Thes.4:16, “…caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air…” the Greek word “anosunago” or “anasunago” would have been used by inspiration meaning to gather “up” or “above.”

Dear reader once again we could quit at this point for the whole position of the post Tribulation rapture theory is contingent on the gathering in Mt.24:31 being the rapture which is totally impossible.  Do you have the humility to line up with the Bible and reject the simplistic yet erroneous post Tribulation rapture theory?  Or is it possible that what Steve Anderson accused the Pre Tribulation rapturists of is what he and his followers are guilty of.  That is, they believe it because of the man that they are following rather than following the Bible and being taught of the Bible.

3. “The first ten chapters of Revelation deal with the seven churches, and the seven years of tribulation and then the wrath comes in chapter 11 at the end of the tribulation.  The tribulation is not wrath.  Chapters 12-19 just present the events of the tribulation from a different perspective with the rapture after the tribulation and then the wrath of God following.”

Steve Anderson says that the tribulation is not wrath but that the wrath of God follows after the tribulation.  The first set of judgments that begin to be poured out at the beginning of the seven years of tribulation are the seal judgments of God in Revelation 6.  The Lamb, Jesus Christ opens every one of the seals.  They include war, famine, sword, hunger, beasts, killing Bible believers, sun and moon darkened, stars falling, and earthquake. Revelation 6:16,17 says of these seal judgments, “…hide us from the face of him that sitteth on the throne and from the wrath of the Lamb: for the great day of his wrath is come and who shall be able to stand?”  If the scripture says the beginning seal judgements of the tribulation period are the “wrath of the Lamb”, who is Steve Anderson and Kent Hovind to say they are not?  Many try to portray the first three and a half years as years of peace.  They are not!  “Peace and safety” is the proclamation of the antichrist as in the first seal he goes out to conquer.  Though a treaty is made with Israel to build and reestablish sacrifices in a temple, that does not mean the Antichrist achieves world peace.  The second seal is the removal of peace and killing with the sword.  Peace is his message to deceive not to fulfill.  There will be no peace on earth until Jesus reigns as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.

Steve Anderson puts the end of the Seal judgments to be the middle of the seven years and the time of the rapture.  However there is no mention of a trumpet of God or voice of the archangel or the catching up of the true church anywhere in Revelation 6 or7.  Revelation 7:9 portrays an innumerable multitude of people of all nations, kindreds, people and tongues speaking of the salvation of God clothed with white robes.  Revelation 7:14 states that they have come, “out of great tribulation.”  According to Revelation 7:16 they have hungered and thirsted and been afflicted with the miseries of the Seal judgments.  There is no mention of rapture at all.  How then did they get to heaven?  Revelation 6:9-11 explains with the fifth seal.  “And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the word of God and for the testimony which they held…And white robes were given to every one of them.”  These Christians are not raptured to heaven.  They all die by the plagues of the Seal judgments and by “them that dwell on the earth” (Rev.6:10).  These are people that have received Christ during the tribulation after the pre tribulation rapture and then die.

There is no mention in Revelation of the middle of the tribulation, Daniel’s 70th week in terms of days, times, months or years until Revelation 11 and 12, the approach to the seventh trumpet judgment.  Plainly, the seventh seal judgment does not mark the middle of the tribulation, Daniel’s 70th week.  The great event that marks the middle of the week according to Daniel 9:27 is antichrist causing the sacrifices and oblations in the rebuilt temple to cease, “for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate…”  

Clearly, antichrist breaks the peace treaty that allowed Israel to rebuild and resume sacrifices and oblations in the temple.  The abominations to make it desolate are spoken of in Revelation 11:2, “But the court which is without the temple leave out and measure it not; for it is given unto the Gentiles: and the holy city shall they tread under foot forty and two months.”  This is the beginning point of the second half of the tribulation, Daniel’s 70th week.  Not only do Gentiles enter which would not be allowed while the priests are in control, but the antichrist himself fulfills II Thes.2:4, “Who opposeth and exalteth himself above all that is called God or that is worshiped; so that he as God sitteth in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.”  Revelation 13:4-6 shows the antichrist at this point being worshipped in the temple and blaspheming God.  

And they worshiped the dragon which gave power unto the beast: and they worshiped the Beast saying, Who is like unto the beast? Who is able to make war with him?  And there was given unto him a mouth speaking great things and blasphemies; and power was given unto him to continue forty and two months.  And he opened his mouth in blasphemy against God to blaspheme his name and his tabernacle and them that dwell in heaven.

The antichrist kills the two witnesses which had prophesied, “a thousand two hundred and threescore days.” (Rev.7:2,7).  The city of Jerusalem is now identified in Rev.7:8 as “Sodom and Egypt”.  This is a clear reference to the immoral political policies of the antichrist to promote the homosexuality of Sodom and the baby murder of Egypt.  Because of all these overspreading abominations to make it desolate, according to Rev. 12:6,14, Jews will flee Jerusalem and hide for the remaining three and a half years.  “And the woman (who brought forth Jesus vs.5), fled into the wilderness where she hath a place prepared of God that they should feed her there a thousand two hundred and threescore days.”  This is the literal interpretation and chronological order of events of the mid way point of the tribulation, Daniel’s 70th week.

Some suppose that since I Corinthians 15:51 and 52 mentions the last trump that the rapture happens when the angel sounds the seventh trumpet judgment. “…we shall all be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound and the dead shall be raised incorruptible and we shall be changed.”  It is interesting to note from Revelation 11 that there is a resurrection and rapture in close proximity to the seventh trumpet.  The dead bodies of the two witnesses resurrect and rapture in Rev.11:12 and then the seventh trumpet sounds in Rev.11:15.  However there is no mention of anyone other than the two witnesses resurrecting and rapturing.  If this were the time of the rapture of the church then surely the text would say so.  

Though the seventh trumpet is the last of the trumpet judgments it is not the fulfillment of the I Cor. 15:52 last trump and the I Thes.4:16 trump of God.  How do we know?  Numbers 10 gives the law of the trumpets.  When multiple trumpets sound as in Rev. 8 it is for alarm.  When one trumpet sounds it is to gather to the Lord.  The trumpet judgments in Rev.8 are angel’s sounding trumpets for judgment of the Christ rejecting world.  These sound the alarm.  The trump of God is literally the trumpet of God that God alone sounds not for judgment of the Christ rejecting world but to call home His church.  The timing of this trumpet sounding is only known by Him.  He has it with Him and He sounds it when He decides to sound it! It is called the last trump of God because the first trump of God, He sounded on Mt. Sinai to call Israel to gather and hear His covenant, (Hebrews 12:18-21).  He sounds His last trumpet sound when He calls His, “…general assembly and church of the firstborn which are written in heaven…” to, “come unto Mount Sion and unto the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem and to an innumerable company of angels…and to God the Judge of all and to the spirits of just men made perfect and to Jesus the mediator of the new covenant…” (Hebrews 12:22-24).  This is the Pre tribulation Rapture of the true church.  This is the last trump of God because it ends the dispensation of the Holy Ghost working in the blood bought church.

4. “The word “tribulation” is always used in the Bible to refer to what Christians must suffer in order to enter the kingdom of God and never to refer to Christians escaping tribulation, Acts 14:22, “…we must through much tribulation enter the kingdom of God.”

We agree with the scripture found in II Tim.3:12, “All who live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”  The freedoms that American Christians have enjoyed for a few hundred years are coming to an end.  This period of freedom is unique to human history.  Christians have suffered tribulation and persecution all over the world and all through the last 2000 years.  There is no scriptural promise to American Christians that they shall not go through tribulations or that the rapture must occur before we lose our constitutional freedoms.  However there is a difference between suffering tribulations and suffering through the tribulation.

An argument of absence is a legitimate argument.  Though there is not a verse of scripture that states Christians shall not suffer tribulation, when verses speak of the tribulation and the redeemed church of Jesus Christ is left out then by omission the truth 

is established.  Romans 2:9 says, “Tribulation, and anguish upon every soul of man that doeth evil of the Jew first and also of the Gentile.”  Notice that saints who have been washed and designated as “were some of you” are not included.  Consider II Thes.1:6, “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you.”  The 7 years of tribulation to come are God’s years of pouring out wrath on the Christ rejecting world that has caused His redeemed church tribulation.  Notice again the absence of stating that the redeemed will also experience that tribulation.  Since we have established from Revelation 6 that all of the tribulation period is the “wrath of the Lamb” then we can claim I Thes. 5:9, “For God has not appointed us to wrath…”, meaning, the redeemed church of Jesus Christ shall not suffer the tribulation.  We then can legitimately claim the examples of Noah and Lot as examples of divine rescue before divine wrath tribulation as illustrations of Pre tribulation rapture.

We agree that there are churches that will not be pre tribulation raptured, that shall suffer the tribulation.  To the church of Pergamos Jesus said in Rev. 2:16, “Repent or else I will come unto thee quickly and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”  This is a clear statement that if this church does not repent it will not only go through the tribulation but will be of those slain by Jesus when he comes down from heaven slaying with the sword of His mouth, (see Rev.19).  To the church of Thyatira Jesus said in Rev.2:21-23, “And I gave her space to repent of her fornication and she repented not.  Behold I will cast her…into great tribulation, except they repent of their deeds.  And I will kill her children with death…”  Once again this church is plainly told that if it does not repent it will be cast into the Great tribulation and slain in the tribulation.  The church of Sardis is told by Jesus in Rev.3:3, “…Repent.  If therefore thou shalt not watch, I will come on thee as a thief…”  This is another clear reference that if this church does not repent it will suffer the tribulation and be slain when Jesus comes as a thief at the end of the tribulation to kill and destroy.  Even the church of Laodicea can be seen suffering the tribulation.  Jesus said to it in Rev.3:16-19, “So then because thou art lukewarm and neither cold nor hot, I will spew thee out of my mouth…be zealous therefore and repent.”  Being spewed out of the mouth of the Lord seems to imply suffering the tribulation for not repenting.  

However the Philadelphian church, the church that kept the word and went through the open door and denied not Jesus’ name is plainly told in Rev. 3:10, “Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth.”  This is the only type of church that will be raptured before the tribulation because the other types are unrepentant and apostate.  Some have suggested that the words of Rev.3:10, “keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world…” is referring to this church being on earth and going through the tribulation despite its clear statement otherwise.  This is based on the word “keep” which means to guard or fortress.  No explanation has been given to how this church will be guarded in the tribulation when repeatedly in Revelation faithful believers in Christ are seen in great numbers slain for preaching the word and the testimony of Jesus.  Strong indicated the Greek word “tayreo” translated, “keep”, can also mean to detain or take into custody.  The key word in this portion of scripture is the word “from”.  This is the Greek word “ex” which means, “out of”.  Clearly the Philadelphian church is taken out of the earth into the safe custody of its fortress city in heaven, pre tribulation rapture.

5. “Nowhere in scripture does the Bible teach pre-tribulation rapture.”

To be a true Bible believer one must be a dispensationalist.  You cannot hold up your Bible and say you believe it and deny dispensationalism because your bible is irrefutably divided into two dispensations: Old Testament and New Testament.  The New Testament is the New Covenant of the Grace of God through the shed blood of Jesus.  The Old 

Testament is in majority the Old Covenant of Law and sacrifices between God and Israel.  However as you read the book of Genesis you see that God had made other covenants with man establishing different dispensations that have continuing effects to this day.  

In Genesis we see the dispensation of the innocent Adam created before the fall who was given one command to demonstrate faith and love, not to eat of the tree of knowledge of good and evil.  We call this the Edenic covenant or dispensation.  After the fall God made another covenant with Adam and his offspring that since they now knew good and evil that they walk with God in faith in love according to their conscience looking forward in faith to the Gen.3:15, seed of the woman that would redeem them.  We call this the Adamic covenant or Adamic dispensation.  Up to Noah man failed to walk in conscientious faith in a future redeemer or show love to God by obeying the dictates of conscience.  God saw the wickedness of man was great.  Only Noah believed and was saved by grace and obeyed in love and built the ark.  God destroyed the world with the flood and made a covenant with Noah to govern to the point of capital punishment the wickedness of man.  We call this the Noahic covenant or dispensation of government.  Then God made covenant with Abraham of promise, that in him, all of the world would be blessed.  If he would believe God, God would make of him a great nation from which the redeemer of the seed of woman would come.  We call this the Abrahamic covenant or dispensation.  This dispensation leads right into the giving of the Covenant Law, sacrifices and ceremonies on Sinai to Israel from which Messiah would be born and fulfill all by dying on the cross and rising from the dead establishing the New Covenant in His blood.  We believe the Bible teaches these 6 dispensations and one to come for a total of seven. The seventh is the 1,000, year rule of Jesus on and over all the earth.

The transition from Old Testament to New Testament is a very important study.  The great identifying mark is the outpouring of the Holy Spirit with power and gifts.  This was the sign to the Jews and to the world of the transition.  This dispensation could also be called the dispensation of the Holy Spirit because He is the Person of the Godhead that permanently indwells, seals, fills, leads and empowers the believers in Christ.  Just as this dispensation began with His outpouring it will end with His withdrawing and a resumption of God’s purposes with national Israel transitioning into the next dispensation of the Kingdom rule of Jesus on and over the whole earth for 1,000 years.

The scriptures that plainly teach the Pre tribulation rapture are Daniel 9:25-27 and II Thes.2:7.

Know therefore and understand, that from the going forth of the commandment to restore and to build Jerusalem unto the Messiah the Prince shall be seven weeks and threescore and two weeks the street shall be built again and the wall in troublous times.  And after threescore and two weeks shall Messiah be cut off, but not for himself: and the people of the prince that shall come shall destroy the city and the sanctuary and the end thereof shall be with a flood and unto the end of the war desolations are determined.  And he shall confirm the covenant with many for one week: and in the midst of the week he shall cause the sacrifice and the 

oblation to cease, and for the overspreading of abominations he shall make it desolate, even until the consummation, and that determined shall be poured upon the desolate.

For the mystery of iniquity doth already work only he who now letteth will let until he be taken out of the way.

There were exactly 69 weeks of years or 483 years from the time Artaxerxes gave the command to build the wall in Nehemiah 2:8 until Jesus entered triumphantly into Jerusalem riding on the foal of an ass.  Messiah was crucified that very week not for himself but for the sins of the people.  The prince that shall come to make a covenant for one week of years or one period of 7 years and shall break the covenant in the middle of the week by the abomination of desolation is the antichrist.  

There is a gap of unknown years of duration between Daniel’s 69th week of Christ’s triumphal entry and death in Jerusalem and the beginning of Daniel’s 70th week where antichrist rules for 7 years or one week as described in Revelation.  We are living in that gap right now.  This mysterious gap is the Dispensation of the New Covenant of Christ’s blood or the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit in the true Church of Jesus Christ, also called the church age.  It began when the Holy Ghost was poured out into the waiting believers on the day of Pentecost after Christ’s resurrection and ascension and will be completed when the Holy Spirit is withdrawn in the pre tribulation rapture of the true church or body of Christ that He indwells.  He who now letteth or restraineth by convincing the world of sin, righteousness and judgment does so from with in the believers the redeemed church of Jesus Christ, (see Acts 24:25).  The letting or restraining Holy Spirit will be taken out of the world when the true redeemed church is raptured pre tribulation.  This will end the church age of the Holy Ghost and resume Daniel’s 70th week focusing on Israel, the antichrist and the wrathful tribulation of the Lamb.  This is the transition period into the second coming of Christ to rule and reign over the earth, the millenial Kingdom, the seventh dispensation.

Someone has suggested that the phrase in II Thes.2:7, “…only he who now letteth will let until he be taken out of the way.”, teaches post tribulation rapture.  The word translated “way” is the Greek word, “mesos” which is most often translated “midst”.  Therefore the rapture takes place in the midst of the tribulation when the man of sin, son of perdition, reveals and proclaims himself to be god, committing the abomination of desolation in the temple.  However, the word “way” is referring to the place of resistance of the Holy Spirit in the church to hinder between the mystery of iniquity, which already was working at the time and the revelation of the antichrist not the middle of Daniel’s 70th week, the tribulation.  Strong indicates that “mesos” can mean “between”.  The better understanding here is that he who now letteth, that is the Holy Spirit in the true church will be taken out from between the mystery of iniquity which was already working 2000 years ago and the revelation of that Wicked.

Mr. Anderson avoided Daniel 9:27 and II Thes.2:6,7 because he declared post tribulation rapture to be the true literal approach to interpreting scripture.  However, the traditional post tribulation rapture handling of these passages according to Pentecost is not a literal interpretation approach.  Traditional post tribulation rapturists say the 70th week was fulfilled with 3.5 years of John’s ministry and 3.5 years of Christ’s ministry.  This non- literal interpretation makes Jesus to be the prince that shall come and the covenant the covenant of Christ’s blood.  The literal interpretation can only be referring to Israel and not the church, and the antichrist and not Christ.

The Scripture that plainly teaches against Post Tribulation Rapturism is 

II Thessalonians 2:1-3.

Now we beseech you brethren by the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, and by our gathering together unto him, That ye be not soon shaken in mind or be troubled, 

neither by spirit nor by word nor by letter as from us, as that the day of Christ is at hand.  Let no man deceive you by any means: for that day shall not come except there come a falling away first and that man of sin be revealed, the son of perdition.

This passage is given by inspiration of God specifically for Christians who believe they are going or will go through the tribulation.  The church in Thessalonica had become shaken and troubled that they had missed the rapture and were facing the tribulation.  We do not know why this happened for sure.  A spirit is alluded to.  Did an evil spirit bring this information to them?  A word is mentioned.  Did a false teacher come in a preach it?  Also a letter is mentioned as from the apostle Paul.  Did some unknown false prophet send a letter in the name of Paul teaching this falsehood?  Were they just imagining it because of the tribulation they were experiencing?  Could this be the truth behind why people are jumping to post Tribulation rapturism today?

The beseeching or begging by inspiration of the Holy Ghost is by the coming of the Lord and the gathering unto Him.  This “gathering”, is referred to by Strong, as the “complete”, gathering.  The Greek word “episunagogas” means the perfect gathering, assembly or congregation over there.  Both of the statements, “The coming of the Lord Jesus” and “gathering” are referring to the assembling after the Pre Tribulation Rapture of the true church of Christ in Heaven.  

Apparently the Thessalonian Christians feared they had missed the Rapture and that the “Day of Christ” or the Tribulation was occurring.  The phrase, “Day of Christ” has been surrounded with confusion.  Critics of the King James Bible have said that this is an error.  These critics and all the new English translations correct this and change it to the “Day of the Lord.”  Pre Tribulation Rapturists have designated in their eschatology that, “Day of Christ” refers to the Pre Tribulation Rapture and that “Day of the Lord” refers to the Tribulation.  The proper way to handle this dilemma is not to have our theology correct the Bible, but to have the Bible correct our theology.  Plainly the phrase “day of the Lord” does not always refer to the tribulation in the Bible and likewise the phrase, “day of Christ” does not always refer to the Rapture.  In this case here, “day of Christ” 

refers to the Tribulation.  This is fine since the tribulation is called in Rev.6:16,17, the “day of the wrath of the Lamb.”

After this the Holy Ghost lays out for us in this text three things that must happen first before the Tribulation begins.  These three things are: a falling away, the removal of He who now letteth, and the revelation of the man of sin, son of perdition.  The falling away or apostasy in the church must happen so that when the Pre-Tribulation Rapture occurs Luke 18:8 will be fulfilled.  “…when the Son of Man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?”  This is a rhetorical question implying there will be few living by faith, few having repented of their sins and few raptured at Christ’s coming.  This verse plainly displays that at the Pre Tribulation Rapture such apostasy will have taken over the churches that very few will be raptured which is just the way Revelation chapters 2 and 3 portray it.  At this point we disagree with the many Pre Tribulation Rapturists that portray 

global chaos as a result of the Pre tribulation Rapture.  Only the Philadelphian church is promised to not go through, “the hour of temptation which shall come upon all the world to try them that dwell upon the earth.” (Rev.2:10).   Every Bible believing church better make sure that they are committed to and practicing the criteria of the Philadelphian church if they expect to be pre Tribulation raptured.  The criteria is, Repent of whatever God says to repent of, keep the word, do not deny Christ’s name, and keep going through the open door of Gospel evangelism to win the lost relying on the Holy Spirit’s strength.

Since the great falling away is not complete yet, and since he who now letteth, that is, the Holy Ghost in the Church holding back corruption is unremoved by pre Tribulation Rapture and since the man of sin has not yet been revealed, the Tribulation has not started yet.  This is the Word of God for the Thesalonian Christians.  This is also the word of God to Post Tribulation Rapturists.

The Problems of believing in Post-Tribulation Rapture.

1. At the Pre-Tribulation Rapture, resurrected saints and living saints are caught up into the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and to go be with the Lord in 

heaven, (John 14:3, IThes.4:17).  Christ’s coming in judgment and wrath is on the earth with no need to meet in the air or clouds.  

2. At the Pre Tribulation Rapture there is the resurrection of the dead in Christ (ICor.15:52,53, IThes.4:16).  There is no resurrection ever stated in Revelation existing between tribulation and wrath with the so- called gathering.  

3. At the Pre-Tribulation Rapture, (ICor.15, IThes.4), there is instant metamorphosis, changing of those in Christ alive and those resurrected into their eternal glorified bodies.  The gathering of elect after tribulation and wrath (Mt.24,25) are the sheep that enter the Millenial Kingdom and repopulate the earth in physical bodies not changed, resurrected or glorified.

4. At Christ’s second coming in judgment and wrath the Pre-Tribulation Raptured saints are coming from heaven with him already glorified into 

eternal bodies and rewarded in white raiment, (Zech.14:5, Rev.19:6-14).  “The Lord my God shall come and all the saints with thee.”  “And the armies which were in heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in fine linen white and clean.”  “…the coming of the Lord Jesus Christ with all his saints.” (IThes.3:13).

5. After the Pre-Tribulation Rapture the church experiences with Christ in Heaven two events.  The true church is judged by fire for reward of crowns at the Judgment Seat of Christ, (IICor. 5:10).  The true church is adorned in white raiment for their marriage to the Lamb, (Rev.19).

6. Revelation 4:1 symbolizes the Pre-Tribulation Rapture with the Trumpet that says, “Come up hither”, for John sees in Heaven the Pre-Tribulation Raptured, glorified, rewarded true Church, casting their crowns before the throne and praising the Lamb, (Rev.4:10,11).

7. The Pre Tribulation Rapture is a surprise that cannot be predicted, but must be watched and waited for, as to be immanent.  The coming of Christ in power and wrath is expected due to signs (Mt.24;33).  Rev.19:19, says, “The beast and the kings of the earth and their armies gathered together to make war against him that sat on the horse.” 

8. There is no comfort for those in the tribulation, only misery, suffering, starvation and death.  But for Pre-Tribulation Rapture there is comfort.  “Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air and so shall we ever be with the Lord.  Wherefore comfort one another with these words.” (IThes.4:17,18). 

9. The Pre-Tribulation Rapture is the “blessed hope”, (Titus 2:13).  Hope in the Bible is not an uncertainty that many of believers miss.  No, Vine calls it, “The Confident expectation.”  Hope is a certainty to look forward to that  believers will experience.  Because of the mark of the Beast and the worship 

of his image being refused by believers of the Tribulation, many, even majority shall be beheaded and slain, Rev.20:4.  Rapture after tribulation is not blessed hope!

10. The Pre-Tribulation Rapture has a purifying effect on believers.  Because of its immanence there is no time to waste in delaying witnessing or serving.  “And now little children abide in him, that, when he shall appear we may have confidence and not be ashamed before him at his coming…and every man that hath this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure.” (IJohn2:28-3:3).  Post-tribulation rapture cannot take place until 7 years of tribulation pass, plenty of time to delay serving and living right until later.

11. The Pre-Tribulation rapture is to be prayed for sincerely.  “And the Spirit and the Bride say Come…Surely I come quickly. Amen.  Even so come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev.22:17-20).  The Post Tribulation Rapture believers may pray for Jesus to come but they know that He will not come until after seven years of Tribulation so there is no point in praying for Him to come sooner, because it is not immanent.

12. During the Tribulation 144,000 Jews are redeemed and follow the Lamb.  They are called in Rev.14:6, “the first fruits unto God and to the Lamb.”  This only makes sense for a Pre-Tribulation Rapture of the true church.  If the true church were still on earth the first fruits of the redemption of Christ would be His twelve disciples not 144,000 Jews of all twelve tribes in the Tribulation.  But, the 144,000 are the first ones saved in the Tribulation after the Pre-tribulation Rapture can be the only interpretation.

13. The word “church” never appears again in the book of Revelation after chapters two and three where Christ preaches Repentance or else the wrath of the Tribulation.  Therefore the true church must be raptured Pre-Tribulation and the apostate churches judged and killed in the Tribulation.

14. The Pre-Tribulation Raptured saints will be resting in Heaven with the apostles during the tribulation, because, the judgment for their sins was already paid by Christ on the cross.  They will not experience the judgment of 

those who have rejected the gospel of Christ.  “Seeing it is a righteous thing with God to recompense tribulation to them that trouble you; and to you who are troubled rest with us, when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with his mighty angels, In flaming fire taking vengeance on them that know not God and that obey not the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.” (IIThes.1:6-8).

The errors of Post-Tribulation Rapture worthy of rebuke.

1. Mr. Anderson stated that Pre-Tribulation Rapture is the predominant eschatology of the modern day church.  He portrayed it as deeply ecumenical leading to the one world church and the antichrist.  This is perplexingly false.  We wonder what causes such an ignorant conclusion, but maybe Satan?  There was a time in the twentieth century when the minority fundamentalists all lost their battles against the sweeping apostasy that took over all the denominations.  During that time Pre-Tribulation Rapture was the primary consensus eschatology among the minority Fundamentalists.  But it is even further from majority today.  

In America today the predominant eschatology among the majority denominations of Christendom, Catholics, Protestants and Evangelicals is Amillenialism.  Amillenialism is the belief that through reconstructionism and building state churches into a one world church that the ecumenical or Universal church will bring in the Kingdom of Christ.  Or, the world will become the kingdom of Christ when the Church unites with government and takes over the world together.  Christ at that time will rule the world through His church.  This is the true eschatology of the one world church of the antichrist!  These are the false churches that are preparing his way!  This is the majority eschatology!

One would expect then with the apostasy that is deepening leading to the one world church of the antichrist that there would be a falling away from Pre-Millenialism and Pre-Tribulation Rapturism back to Amillenialism.  That is 

exactly what is happening!  Former Fundamentalists gone New Evangelical are leaving the eschatology of their fathers preserved through departure from liberals and are returning to Rome and Universal church.  This is seen among evangelical Calvinist denominations such as Presbyterians and Reformed and among Arminian denominations from Nazarene to Pentecostal. With that is also the growing Anti Semitism and the blurring of the distinction in eschatology between Israel and the church, a grave error with dangerous consequences.  God has not rescinded his Covenant with Abraham that He will bless them that bless and curse them that curse.

The truth of the matter is that Mr. Anderson and Kent Hovind unwittingly have helped pave the way back to Rome and the Universal church through providing a halfway leap back to Amillenialism, Post Tribulation Rapturism.  In preparing their churches to go through the Tribulation they are preparing them to yoke up with the one world church that will also go through the tribulation and have in common the rejection of true church theology and God’s resuming His plan and covenant with Israel.

2. Mr. Anderson states that he is providing a great service by preparing the true Christians for the Tribulation, yet, no preparation steps have been given?  Will it come out in another video at a future date?  If so what shall we expect to see and hear in preparing Christians for the Tribulation?  How do you prepare for not being able to buy or sell without the Mark of the Beast?  How do you prepare for such technology of government intrusion and surveillance to track every person on earth?  How do you prepare to live, hide and eat and be outside the system?  How do you prepare to not worship the image of the Beast that all will be required to do or die?

For some of us we have already seen it in the early 1990’s.  Its too bad that Mr.  Anderson was not old enough to know these events in recent history and has not been educated by believers who were.  

A 1990 independent fundamental KJV casualty to Post Tribulation Rapturism.

The name in national media at the time was Pastor Norm Olson.  Pastor Norm Olson was the pastor of the Calvary Baptist Church of Brutus Michigan.  Pastor Olson was a separated King James Bible preaching fundamentalist Baptist.  He read the book by Marvin Rosenthal, The Pre Wrath Rapture of the Church, and rejected Pre-Tribulation Rapture and became Post Tribulation, Pre Wrath Rapture in his eschatology.  I know Norm Olson personally and know the veracity of the facts.

Norm hit the ground running.  To prepare for the immanent Tribulation requires major adjustments in living to survivalism.  He taught his people to store up foods and learn to grow food and to preserve and to live with dried food.  He used Y2K also to motivate Christians to get generators, dig hand-pump wells and store up canned foods and dry foods etc.  He taught them to live outside of the system.  They renounced all government identity, marriage licenses, drivers licenses, church incorporation, IRS identifications, social security numbers etc.  He emphasized getting away from the currency of debt notes and using raw metals of silver and gold.  There may be some wisdom in all these things as we live in a post Christian nation that is turning against Bible believing Christians and the Bible.  But this is what comes to the Christians and churches that switch to Post-Tribulation Rapture.

Most of all and to his notorious infamy, Norm Olson is the man that began the Militia movement in the USA.  I have personally sat in an all day Saturday training session of Norm Olson and the militia preparedness.  He, taught, that all 

Christians need to get armed to the hilt.  Norm Olson’s church became the headquarters of the infamous Michigan Militia.  His church members became known for their weapons, camouflage, and tactical training for warfare against the American Antichrist, Beast of Babylon Government.  

Dear reader, if you did not catch it let me spell it out plainly.  Norm Olson’s church went from being a Bible believing (KJV), separated, soul winning, preach the whole counsel of God, be faithful until Jesus comes type church to being a government hating militia!  That is the preparation for all churches and preachers that become Post Tribulation Rapture.  Are you sure this is what you want to become?  Again there is wisdom in preparedness and standing for our constitution even the second amendment with the training and use of arms.  There is wisdom in watching our government and warning and doing what we can to fight evil and maintain liberty.  But for the church of Jesus Christ to become a government hating militia is a Satanic, sidetrack from what the church of Jesus Christ is supposed to do and be!  This is the Post Tribulation Rapture church preparedness.  If you know anything about Kent Hovind and I love the man and believe he is a genius and maybe even a man before the time, he is already almost entirely today where Norm Olson went in the 1990’s.  Independent KJV Baptists beware!

Last I heard Norm Olson felt that the safest place to be in the world during the Tribulation was to move to a remote place in Alaska.  Tribulation may so come to Christians in America that we have to flee to Alaska for our lives.  However, until that time comes, God has not called His church to hide, but to be salt and light, in the world but not of the world, preaching the gospel to every creature, the lighthouse in the community, charging the gates of Hell that cannot prevail against Christ’s church.

3. My heart broke as I listened to Steve Anderson preach a false gospel at the end of his Post Tribulation Rapture video.  He plainly said that the Gospel of Jesus Christ does not involve repentance from all your sins, but believing in Jesus only.  However, the true gospel that Jesus preached in Mark 1:15 is, “The time is fulfilled the kingdom of God is at hand, repent ye and believe the Gospel.”  The Gospel that Peter preached in Acts 3:19, is, “Repent ye therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord.”  The Gospel that Paul preached in Acts 20:20,21, is, “I…have showed you and have taught you publicly and from house to house, Testifying both to the Jews and also to the Greeks, repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ.”

There can be no saving faith in Christ without God led repentance.  The Hindu does not just add an additional faith in Jesus to his hundreds or thousands of other gods he worships.  No, he repents of all idols and receives Jesus only Jesus if he is to be saved!  The Catholic does not pray a sinner’s prayer and receive Jesus and 

continue believing in his baptism and the remassacre Jesus wafer and prayers to Mary and saints etc.  No, he repents of all his works to obtain salvation and receives Jesus only Jesus if he is to be saved!  Likewise the sodomite or fornicator or adulterer does not receive a Jesus ticket to heaven while continuing in sodomy, adultery and fornication.  No, he repents of his lying, stealing and all his sexual rebellion and receives Jesus only Jesus to save him from his sins if to be saved.

Steve Anderson has aligned himself with all the other apostate churches that will go through the Tribulation because they rejected the message of Jesus Christ to all the churches in Revelation 2 and 3 to repent.  To Steve Anderson and all others that follow him, Jesus has said in Rev.2:16, “Repent; or else I will come unto thee quickly and will fight against them with the sword of my mouth.”

Conclusion.

Oh dear reader the apostasy is increasing every day swallowing up the evangelicals and now independent fundamental KJV Baptists as well.  The words of Jesus Christ are never more, so much appropriate, “Take ye heed, watch and pray for ye know not when the time is.” (Mark 13:33).  Will you watch and pray?  Will you stay in your Bible and seek to rightly divide the word of truth?   Will you repent and put your trust in Christ and remain a chaste virgin when he comes for His Bride?  Will you be careful not to forsake the assembling of yourself together and help your church to stay on the right track?  Will you occupy till he comes?  Will you walk with Jesus and love him supremely and love not your life to the death in witnessing the Gospel for Him?  “He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I come quickly. Amen.  Even so come, Lord Jesus.” (Rev.22:20).
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