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Introduction

This is written to be of spiritual aid to the members and former members of Calvary Baptist church.  This is written in love to all.  Please be assured that I am not your enemy for telling you the truth.  Anger over truth reveals walking in the flesh and not after the Spirit.  If what is written here represents other church’s and Christian’s experiences then it may be of help to them as well.  At the time of this writing I have been in full time ministry for 25 years.  I have pastored three churches having started two churches.  What I have observed at Calvary Baptist Church is unique to any ministry that I have been in or observed in my nearly 50 years of attending fundamental Baptist churches.  I have been the pastor of Calvary Baptist church for ten years.  Yesterday I took out my “tally” Directory and updated it for the past year or so and here is our situation.  In ten years, Calvary Baptist Church has lost 140 members and their attending family!  It is hard not to characterize Calvary Baptist church as the church of the revolving door.

Calvary Baptist church is not a large church.  When I came, there were approximately 30 people attending this church.  The highest number of attenders that I have seen over a period of time was in the 80’s.  Somewhere around my third year as pastor, when we had attendances in the 80’s we experienced our first revolving door period where over a period of a year or so, 50-60 people left the church.  We have yet to recover to attendances in the 80’s but God saved people and added people to the church and then a second wave of departures took place bringing the number close to 100 departures.  Now after 10 years a third wave of departures has taken place and we have now seen 140 people leave this church.  The Sunday morning attendance last Sunday was 60 and that is now the high end of our attendances.  I wonder if we are becoming callused and apathetic to this phenomenon.  

My previous church, Bible Baptist of Rosebush Michigan grew to attendances in the 80’s.  When we left, the attendances were in the 60’s.  As I reflect over approximately ten years of ministry there, we too lost people not doubt for some of the same reasons as we have lost people here I am sure.  But according to my recollection the number of people lost over a period of ten years was maybe 30, possibly even up to 40, but that is at least 100 people less than Calvary Baptist church over the same period of time.  It wasn’t a record that I kept back then because it wasn’t that noticeable I suppose.  I wonder, what is happening?  Is Calvary Baptist church under some kind of spiritual attack?  Is there something wrong with the ministry itself, the people and the pastor?  Is this the difference between a rural church and a suburban church?  Is this a trend that is picking up and observable elsewhere within the fundamental Baptist church movement?  I cannot answer any of these questions definitively, yet.  However, this one thing I know, schism in the body of Christ is wrong and ought not to be!
Baptist History.

The twentieth century was a century of schism for all churches in America, but especially for Baptist churches.  Modernism took over the denominations in the first four decades so that by 1950 the Southern Baptist Convention had experienced a number of divisions and 
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the loss of hundreds if not thousands of churches.  The same is the truth concerning the Northern Baptist Convention.  Two main divisions took place in the first 50 years of the twentieth century.  First, the GARBC came out and then the CBA came out.  Ever since  1950, for the rest of the 20th century, both the SBC and the NBC which changed its name to American Baptist Churches or ABC have been bleeding churches that have departed over modernistic theology.  Modernistic theology is the rejection of major doctrines of the Bible from Creation to inspiration of scripture to the virgin birth to the resurrection of Christ from the dead etc.  America at the core of its people today is mondernistic.  That is, Americans generally reject Bible creation for evolution and reject the miraculous aspects of the Bible to be taken by faith as unscientific myths.

The latter half of the twentieth century was a time for experiencing more schism.  Shortly after the CBA came out of the NBC the CBA had a struggle within over Neo Evangelicalism that caused more division.  This same struggle came to the GARBC and other Baptist groups for the rest of the 20th century.  Neo Evangelicalism was a reaction against the striving for the faith against modernism and was a softening approach to error.  Neo Evangelicals reprove separation and advocate tolerance for the sake of love.  Their motto became: copy the world to win the world as well as infiltration, and their leading spokesman was Evangelist Billy Graham.  Billy Graham made alliances with unsaved men of the world and with cults and modernistic denominations and forsook hard stands against evil and sin. American evangelical churches today at the core are Neo

Evangelical.  Softness tolerance and quasi-love is preferred over strong commitment to truth.

Because of the division laden 20th century, Baptists became known for their splitting.  Unfortunately not all of the splitting was over doctrine and correct practice.  Baptists unfortunately are not exempt from carnality and there have been a number of splits over the last century because of personal differences not handled biblically.  Baptists have been scorned for splitting over the color of the carpet.  Baptists have also had their share of splits over power struggles within the church and even splits because of sin in leadership.  All this is stated because it may be that Baptists have become in the twenty first century so accustomed to church division that it does not grieve us spiritually any more when division comes for any reason.  Is it possible that we have become so callused to division that we now treat the church of the Lord Jesus Christ as if it is merely a restaurant?  When for some reason church members perceive themselves as customers at a restaurant and get tired of the food or the menu offerings or dislike the service or waitress or company or music they merely decide its time to try the menu and service elsewhere.  Is it not because of callusness, that present day church members view the local church of Jesus Christ as merely a bank branch?  When it is perceived another branch is more convenient or has nicer staff or benefits they just stop going to the one branch for another and justify that it’s all the same.  It’s no big deal.  But division for any reason other than sin or false doctrine in the local church of Jesus Christ is schism!  As we shall see, there is to be no schism!
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Bible Exposition.

In I Corinthians 12:27 the local church membership in Corinth is called the body of Christ.  “Now ye are the body of Christ and members in particular.”  This local church membership in Corinth called the body of Christ is compared to the members of a physical body in verses 12-26.   

For as the body is one and hath many members and all the members of that one body being many are one body: so also is Christ…For the body is not one member but many.  If the foot shall say, Because I am not the hand, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  And if the ear shall say, Because I am not the eye, I am not of the body; is it therefore not of the body?  If the whole body were an eye where were the hearing?  If the whole were hearing, where were the smelling?  But now God hath set the members every one of them in the body, as it hath pleased him.  And if they were all one member, where were the body?  And now are they many members, yet one body.  And the eye cannot say unto the hand, I have no need of thee: nor again the head to the feet I have no need of you.  Nay, much more those members of the body which seem to be more feeble are necessary:  And those members of the body which we think to be less honorable upon these we bestow more abundant honor; and our uncomely parts have more abundant comeliness.  For our comely parts have no need: but God hath tempered the body together, having given more abundant honor to that part which lacked:  That there should be no schism in the body; but that the members should have the same care one for another.  And whether one member suffer all the members suffer with It; or one member be honored all members rejoice with it.

There are several points of instruction to born again church members to be made from this text.  First is the lesson of oneness.  Every member of the physical body is one with the body.  No member of the physical body has the privilege to separate itself from the body therefore no member of the local church body of Christ has the privilege to separate themselves from the local church.  To do so would be extreme in pain and dis-function as physical amputation.  It should be considered unthinkable, for how can a severed hand survive after being severed?  And how can the body function properly without the hand?  And above all, how could any saved person conceive of doing such amputation to Christ?  According to verse twelve the body “is Christ”.

Consider the sovereignty of Christ as stated in verse 18, “But now hath God set the members every one of them in the body as it hath pleased him.”  Like marriage, church membership is a choice, but after the choice is made it is to be considered the choice of God.  As in marriage, “What God hath joined together let not man put asunder”, so also, church membership.  If joined to a Bible believing local church consider yourself put there by God for life unless God moves you.  God moves people by relocating them out of the local church region always to another Bible believing local church in another region and always by scripture.  When God led us to leave the church in Michigan to 
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come to Calvary Baptist He gave us clear instruction from His word that was unmistakable.  Without a verse of scripture to lead us in a physical move out of the area of the local church, we are to stay at the Bible believing church where God put us.  Notice, he put us there for His pleasure.  It is not about our pleasure.  In fact, after we are redeemed there is nothing in life for our pleasure but all for God’s pleasure.  That is not to say there are no pleasures in the Christian life, but that we do live for our pleasure. Revelation 4:11 says, “…and for thy pleasure they are and were created.”  I Corinthians 10:31 says, “Whether therefore ye eat or drink or whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of God.”  God is pleased and glorified by His redeemed staying faithful and serving faithfully in the local Bible believing church that He has placed them!  The old adage used to be and should always be is, “pastors come and go but church members stay.”

Consider the prohibition of self- pity.  Just as a married couple should never think, let alone speak the word “divorce”, so the church member should never think or say the words “no need” concerning their place in the church.  Clearly as stated in verses 21-23 all members are necessary and all members are honorable and all members are comely.  There is no question that a person who leaves a Bible believing church that is sound in doctrine and practice and is not relocating out of the area, leaves because of self- pity.  Self-pity is not an option.  It is sin to be confessed to Christ.  We must keep our eyes on Christ and on serving one another, suffering together and rejoicing together because we are one body inseparable.

Consider the teaching of God’s tempering as stated in verse 24.  “…God hath tempered the body together…”  The word temper means a blending or admixture.  It also means to combine and blend in due proportions.  This kind of tempering is seen in the cement industry for producing a hard enduring substance.  This kind of tempering is seen in the steel industry for hardness or flexibility in steel.  Any way you look at it God tempers the members in the local church as he sees fit for beauty to Him, hardness, and even flexibility, but not to break or be cut off.   The church tempered by God is virtually indivisible, inseparable and unbreakable.  That is what God’s tempering a church body together means.

Consider lastly the clear statement of verse 25, “That there should be no schism in the body…”  Strong defines the word schism with these three words: split, division and rent.  Clearly and forcefully God wants no tear off or split off or dividing away of members in his body the local church.  Plainly all such splitting, rending and dividing is sin!  Just as divorce and remarriage is sin so also is schism and re-membershipizing oneself elsewhere from the place where God put one into His body.  You may say that I am foolish for saying re-membershipizing.  Re-membershipizing is not a word.  You are correct re-membershipizing is not a word because its not ever supposed to happen.  So now we have made up a word to identify the sin of schismatics in the body of Christ who church hop which should never happen.  I recently heard of a man who left our church complain that since he left people at Calvary Baptist must be talking about him.  My response is, if you don’t want people to talk about your wickedness then don’t do so wickedly!
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Causes of Schism.

Some of the 140 people that have left Calvary Baptist Church, left because they had planned after retirement to return home or to a place already prayed about and led by God about.  Others have left because they have lost their job and therefore in pursuing employment were led to move away.  Again we trust that in these cases God’s leading was sought and confirmed by scripture.

The majority of people that have left Calvary Baptist Church have left because of their own personal sin or personal disagreement that should have been resolved spiritually and scripturally.   Such leaving the local church is disrespecting God and His church and He is not pleased.  The world looks down on preachers and churches, but to God this is still the church age.  The church is His new creation, His body and His bride that He died for and put together.  His Spirit is still here and is still working in His church until the trumpet sounds.  Until then Jesus is building His church and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against it.  

Some, who have left, have left because of their fornication and adultery.  Some have left because of standards against tattoos and piercings and for modest hair and dress.  Others have left because of differing on divorce and remarriage.  Some have left because of preaching against tobacco and alcohol.  Others have left because they don’t like to hear preaching against cults like Catholicism and modernist Protestantism.  Others have left because of pride and an un-teachable spirit.  We have had people that left over music and others that left over their opinions concerning repentance and some left concerning head coverings.  We have even had people throw in the towel because of the bus ministry.  Some have even stated that since their families won’t come then they must leave to go to a church that their unsaved families will attend.  Of course it should go without saying that the church is not for unsaved but for the saved.  If unsaved want to come to hear the word fine, but if they don’t want to come that should not have any bearing on a born again church member. 

Some have left angry and others calm.  Some have considered themselves as itinerate evangelists just moving on to the next church to do their own ministry.  No matter the reason all these reasons and more will not stand at the judgment seat of Christ.  They will not stand because God’s word says it is all schism and there is to be no schism in the body.  Schism in Christ’s body comes from Satan not God!

May I remind you dear reader of two guiding verses when it comes to inter church differences, contentions and offenses?  Psalm 119:165 says, “Great peace have they which love thy law and nothing shall offend them.  Also, Proverbs 13:10, “Only by pride cometh contention…”  If you are reading this and are of those who have left Calvary Baptist church or even are considering leaving for carnal selfish schism reasons, its not too late.  Will you humble yourself and take admonishment?  Will you confess your sin and make it right?  God is waiting to forgive and so is Calvary Baptist church.  
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Do you not agree, that with this blot of sin, your fellowship with God is broken and that God cannot lead or use you until you confess and forsake the sin?  Proverbs 28:13, “He that covereth his sins shall not prosper: but whoso confesseth and forsaketh them shall have mercy.”  Proverbs 28:9, “He that turneth away his ear from hearing the law, even his prayer shall be abomination.”  Psalm 66:18, “If I regard iniquity in my heart the Lord will not hear me.”

If you are guilty of causing schism in Christ’s church or churches, like the woman at the well, repent of the multiple schisms to churches that you have committed.  Maybe even now the one you are with you are not joined to.  Repent and believe the Bible and forsake church schism.  And if it seems good to you, return to Calvary Baptist and seek forgiveness and restoration.  Maybe you find yourself like the person in I Corinthians 7 that is divorced or maybe even divorced and remarried.  You have caused schism in churches, but right now you may be a member of a good KJV preaching, uncompromising Baptist church.  Make things right with Calvary and other good churches if need be and continue where you are presently.  Maybe you have not joined another good Bible believing church since leaving Calvary.  Confess your sin to God and Calvary and come back.

Schism and church Discipline.

Calvary Baptist Church has not yet taken disciplinary steps from Matthew 18 against the majority of the 140 church members who have left in the last ten years except in a couple of instances when there have been 2-3 witnesses of sin.  Should Calvary Baptist Church do church discipline on members who schism the church?  Our church constitution follows the list of testimony destroying public sins listed in I Corinthians 5:11 and heresies for church discipline.  But lets be clear and true.  Schism is also a testimony hurting and conscience searing sin against Christ and the brethren.  

May I remind you that according to Proverbs 6:18,19 that one of the things that God hates is the sowing of discord among the brethren.  The Hebrew word translated “discord” means “contention”.  In the “Theological Word Book of the Old Testament”, the connection is made, that the discord or contention is in or with or against God’s government.  Plainly, the sowing of discord among the brethren is a form of rebellion against God and His governing program.  How can schism in the body of Christ not be also sowing discord among brethren in Christ’s governing program?  It is the very essence of sowing discord among brethren and it should never be!  If guilty will you repent and seek forgiveness and cleansing and restoration?  If tempted of the devil, will you resist the temptation submitted to God to do right?  God and Calvary Baptist Church are ready to forgive!

