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INTRODUCTION

It seems that there is little written on the subject of alcohol and God.  William Patton wrote an excellent book entitled, Bible Wines or The Laws of Fermentation.  This treatise has been heralded as the best ever written and with this opinion we concur.  Life Messengers produced a booklet that was a basic summary of Dr. Patton’s book entitled, Wine and the Bible, but to our knowledge these two books may be out of print.  If a person could secure either one they should if seriously wanting to study the matter from the Bible.

Alcohol in Dr. Patton’s day of the 1800’s was a problem.  Unfortunately nothing has changed.  It is still destroying lives and damning souls.  What is most alarming is that it would seem that Christian abstinence must have been much greater in the 1800’s than it is today.  In this day Christians defend alcohol and social drinking across the board so that even in some of the most conservative Bible believing churches of America, alcohol is served in communion services, wedding receptions and consumed in the privacy of many church member’s homes and social living.

This paper is produced not necessarily to be a complete study on the subject, but to simplify and magnify what the Christian’s attitude and understanding ought to be.  We will look at the preposterous, the premise and the passages.  May God preserve the reader from the devil’s snare of alcohol and intoxicating drink.

I. THE PREPOSTEROUS.

Is God schitzophrenic?  Is God bi-polar?  Is God senile?  Does He not know what He is saying in the Bible on the subject of alcohol?  Of course He is not any of these things and He does know what He has said in the Bible.  Any Bible taught person that listens to a person either defend or vilify alcohol from the Bible would be tempted to think otherwise because it is on the surface confusing.  The matter of alcohol and God is a good example or test of the truth found in I Corinthians 2:14-16,


But the natural man receiveth not the things of the Spirit of God for 

they are foolishness unto him neither can he know them, because they

are spiritually discerned.  But he that is spiritual judgeth all things,

yet he himself is judged of no man.  For who hath known the mind of 

the Lord, that he may instruct him?  But we have the mind of Christ.

Without being saved and led by the Spirit of God, a person will not be able to fully grasp what the Bible says concerning alcohol.  But with salvation and with the indwelling of the Holy Ghost in our lives, He will “guide us into all truth” according to John 16:13 and  “teach us all things” according to John 14:26. 

First of all the word alcohol does not appear in the Bible.  The word wine appears over 200 times.  The words “strong drink” occur occasionally and “fruit of the vine”.  The words “drunk”, “drunkard”, “drunken” and “drunkenness” appear 80 times.  Most of the time when used not in the past tense of “drink” these words carry a negative connotation.  Other words like “liquor” do appear, but do not necessarily refer to alcohol.  Some have 

                                                                                                                                          2

wrongly concluded that a person must study the different Hebrew and Greek words to figure out if certain words are used to refer to alcohol.  While studying the etymology of words used in translation is helpful, in this case a person cannot come up with a solution by this method.  Really it is not necessary as we shall see.

TWO EXAMPLES.

Lets illustrate our point of the difficulty with two examples, one from the Old Testament and one from the New Testament.

Judges 9:13, “And the vine said unto them, Should I leave my wine, which cheereth God and man…”  Here the word wine is used positively to cheer both God and man.  But compare this with Proverbs 23:31,32, which says, “Look not thou upon the wine when it is red, when it giveth his color in the cup, when it moveth itself aright.  At last it biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder.”  Here the word wine is used negatively to speak of the horrible effects of wine.  How are these two seemingly contradictory verses made to be agreeable and understandable?

Paul said to Timothy in I Timothy 3:3, that as a bishop he is not, “to be given to wine.”  But then in the same book in I Timothy 5:23, the same apostle Paul told the same Timothy to, “use a little wine for thy stomach’s sake and thine often infirmities.  Once again we have a positive commendation and a negative condemnation.  How are these reconciled?  Many other illustrations could be used and later in the paper we will do more of an extensive look at passages that deal with wine.

II. THE PREMISE.

It really is not hard for the spiritually minded believer to figure it out.  Simply put, where a reference to a beverage that might be alcoholic such as wine is used, all that is necessary is to look at the context.  If there is a negative connotation, it is alcohol and intoxicating.  If there is a positive connotation and promotion, it is not alcohol but pure unintoxicating beverage.  From our examples, in Judges 9:13, “wine that cheereth God and man is not alcohol.”  However, from Proverbs 23:32, wine that biteth like a serpent and stingeth like an adder is alcohol.  In I Timothy 3:3 wine that bishops are not to be given to is alcohol, but from I Timothy 5: 23, wine that is healthful for the stomach is not alcohol but pure grape juice.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BEING DRUNK

This principle must be the guiding principle on the matter because of the holiness of God.  According to I Corinthians 6:9,10 drunkards do not inherit the kingdom of God.  According to Galatians 5:19-21 drunkenness is a sin of the flesh that must be repented of to inherit the kingdom of God.  According to Romans 13:13, and Luke 21:34, drunkenness is not to be a part of the believers life.  In fact believers are commanded in Ephesians 5:18, “And be not drunk with wine…”  
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What does it mean to be drunk, a drunkard or be involved in drunkenness?  According to Strong it is one who drinks to become tipsy or intoxicated.  The American College dictionary defines drunken as to be intoxicated and intoxicated as the loss of control over physical and mental powers or to poison.  A drunkard is defined as one who is frequently or habitually drunk.  In the Bible, because of the weakness of palatable wines without distillery processes, drunkards are usually identified by those who indulge in wine or drink to excess for the purpose of getting drunk.

WHAT THE BIBLE SAYS ABOUT BEING SOBER

What does it mean to be sober?  The Greek word for sober is used at least six times in the New Testament like in I Thessalonians 5:6-8.


Therefore let us not sleep, as do others; but let us watch and be sober

For they that sleep, sleep in the night and they that be drunken are

Drunken in the night.  But let us who are of the day, be sober…

Strong defines the Greek word “naypho” translated as sober as “to abstain from wine.”  And it is rightly so as can be seen from the context of I Thessalonians 5:6-8.  We mention this because defendants of drinking alcohol have tried to change the meaning of the word sober to “self controlled” as the NIV has replaced for the word “sober” in this 

I Thessalonians 5 passage.   The NIV is not a dependable translation for making this erroneous translation.  Make no mistake, to be sober in the Bible means to abstain from alcohol.  It is not a matter of drinking small amounts and refraining from getting too drunk.  It is a matter of not drinking any alcohol in order to not be drunk even in the slightest degree.  It is a matter of total abstinence.  When Ephesians 5:18 says, “And be not drunk with wine wherein is excess but be filled with the Spirit”, understand that before distilling processes it required drinking a lot of fermented wine in order to get drunk, but having said that any level or degree of drunkenness from fermented wine is a total prohibition of the Holy Spirit’s filling.  We are commanded to be filled with the Holy Spirit that means we can never be drunk in the slightest degree and cannot drink any alcohol.

Critics of the Bible immediately cringe because to them that means no Nyquil and the answer to that is correct.  You don’t need alcohol to deal with sickness and pain or even depression anymore though at one time people may have done that very thing.  Such is inferred in Proverbs 31:6, “Give strong drink unto him that is ready to perish and wine unto those that be of heavy hearts.”  We are living in a great day when there is absolutely no excuse for not being a total abstainer from alcohol your entire life.  There is no acceptable reason to ever drink alcohol of any kind or any amount!
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WHAT ABOUT JESUS AND ALCOHOL?

What about Jesus and wine in the New Testament?  Rest assured that if Jesus made it or drank it, it could not be intoxicating.  First because the Holy Spirit cannot fill the one under the influence of alcohol, Eph.5:18 and Jesus was filled with the Holy Ghost constantly.  Jesus was fully God and one with the Holy Spirit and therefore impossible to be under the influence of alcohol.  Second, since Jesus is God the same God that condemned alcohol in Proverbs 20:1, “Wine is a mocker, strong drink is raging and whosoever is deceived thereby is not wise.”, could never approve it in the person of Jesus Christ in the New Testament.  Other wise our God is given to change and to lies and that is absolutely impossible.  “I am the Lord I change not.” (Malachi 3:6)  “God is not a man that He should lie.” (Numbers 23:19).  Third in the account of the miracle of turning water to wine in John 2:10, the word used for the wine that was made from water is described as “good”.  The Greek word translated “good” is “kalos” according to Strong it is “morally” good, “virtuous”.  Alcohol is never considered moral or virtuous in the Bible or in society.

WHAT ABOUT COMMUNION?

There are three reasons why fermented alcoholic wine should not be used in the communion service of the local church.  When Jesus had his last supper with his disciples, he referred to the cup as “the fruit of the vine” in all three synoptic Gospel accounts (Mt. 26:29, Mark 14:25, Luke 22:18).  The designation, “fruit of the vine” was a clear designation so that no one would imagine that it would be anything but pure grape juice and not be fermented wine.  Of course we have already seen that Christ could not drink or promote to others to drink that which he condemned.  Fermented wine is decayed wine that like leavened bread is a type of sin and its corrupting effects and in no way can picture the sinless blood of the Lord Jesus Christ.  Lastly, and very unfortunately, there have been many who have stumbled and fell into the bondage of alcoholic wine because of the foolish lack of discernment to serve alcoholic wine in communion.  We personally know of multiple people who have fallen to drunkenness because of such churches as the Plymouth Brethren serving alcohol every week in their communion service.

COULD THEY PRESERVE JUICE UNFERMENTED?

Each of the synoptic Gospels give account of Jesus giving the procedure of preserving new wine or fresh grape juice.  Matthew 9:17 says, “Neither do men put new wine into old bottles: else the bottles break, and the wine runneth out and the bottles perish: but they put new wine into new bottles, and both are preserved.”

From this parable we learn a few things about the preservation of juice.  First the reference to bottles is not a reference to glass but the bottling process to preserve.  Such bottles were made of animal skins.  The second thing that we learn is that “new wine” is a 
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definite reference to pure fresh and good grape juice.  The common custom was to preserve such juice for healthful drinking not to produce an alcoholic beverage.  That is why it is stated that they were careful to use new bottles because in used bottles residue would activate new wine and begin the fermenting process and that would result in the bursting of the bottle and the perishing of both the wine and the bottle.  So new wine in new bottles was how to preserve the wine fresh.

According to William Patton on page 21, 22, wine was preserved by the ancients unfermented by a three fold process before bottling.  First they would filter it.  “If the juice be filtered and deprived of its gluten or ferment the production of alcohol will be impossible.”  Filtered wine has its, “spirit excluded, the wine neither inflames the brain nor infests the mind and the passions and is much more pleasant to drink.”  Second they would boil it down and evaporate the water producing a syrup that requires the addition of water when ready to drink.  Such is the understanding of the statement in Revelation 14:10, “…the wine of the wrath of God that is poured out without mixture into the cup…”  This verse speaks of pure grape juice wine preserved and undiluted.  Third according to Patton, “Grape juice will not ferment when the air is completely excluded.”  

Isaiah 1:22, says, “Thy silver is become dross, thy wine is mixed with water.”  We quote this verse just to show that it was practiced the adding of water to wine for drinking that which had been boiled down and filtered for preservation.

Isaiah 25:6 says, “And in this mountain shall the LORD of hosts make unto all people a feast of fat things, a feast of wines on the lees, of fat things full of marrow of wines on the lees well refined.”  From this verse we learn about the process in the Bible of wines on the lees.  “Wines on the lees well refined” is the purifying, filtering process to remove gluten and produce a wine that will not ferment.  Notice, that this is the kind of wine that God gives to people to enjoy, not alcohol.  This is the kind of wine the Jews treasured and is the good wine that Jesus made from water.

QUOTES FROM “BIBLE WINES OR THE LAWS OF FERMENTATION”

On page 25 we learn, “The mishna states that the Jews were in the habit of using boiled wine.”  On page 28 we learn, “The fabricating of an intoxicating liquor was never the chief object for which the grape was cultivated among the Jews.”  Then on page 36, “The Greeks as well as the Hebrews called the fresh juice wine.”  Page 44, “Facts show that the ancients not only preserved their wine unfermented, but regarded it as of a higher flavor and finer quality than fermented wine.”  And Page 45, “Common honesty demands that we interpret the Scriptures with the eye, the taste, and the usages of the ancients, and not with the eye, the taste, and the usages of the moderns.”
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WHAT ABOUT PROMOTING MODERATION?

To promote moderation of drinking alcohol, would violate the commands to be a total abstainer for Biblical sobriety.  It also would be a grieving of the Spirit as you tempt your flesh to see if you are able to keep control and always be moderate in your drinking.  This writer has yet to meet a professing Christian who claims to believe in moderation drinking of alcohol who has actually only ever drank alcohol moderately under control without getting drunk.  Alcohol that inebriates is described with the severest of terms as woe, poison, addicting and a type of the judgment of God for destruction, death and damnation.  There is no moderation described or given as acceptable in the Bible.

BIBLE WORD DEFINITIONS

1. The Hebrew word yayin is found 141 times in the Bible translated, wine.  Patton on page 47, said, “Yayin stands for the expressed juice of the grape-the context  indicating whether the juice had undergone or not the process of fermentation.”

2. The Hebrew word tirosh, is translated 26 time as wine and 11 times by new wine.  It is the fruit of the vine in its natural condition.  It is not fermented, but may become fermented. 

3. The Hebrew word shakar occurs 23 times in the Old Testament.  Patton said on page 47, “Shakar is usually translated, strong drink in the Old Testament…The mere English reader, of course invariably gets from this translation a wrong idea of the real meaning of the original Hebrew…Strong intoxicating drink, distilled alcohol, was utterly unknown to the Hebrews and indeed to all the world in ancient times…Shakar signifies ‘sweet drink’ expressed from fruits other than the grape like dates or barley and could be drunk in an unfermented or fermented state.”  We would need to examine the context.

4. The Hebrew word ahsis is translated wine five times and refers to freshly squeezed grape juice.  It is not fermented.

5. The Hebrew word aynahb appears once and is a reference to the juice of the ripe grape.  Likely it is bottled without filtering and boiling for the purpose of expecting fermentation.

6. The Hebrew word khemer is the word for fermented wine.

7. The Hebrew word sobe, is used to refer to boiled down sweet wine mixed with water unfermented.

8. The Hebrew word yehkeb is the word for fresh juice from the wine press.  It is not fermented.

9. The Hebrew word gath, is another word for fresh juice for the wine press.  It is not fermented.

10. The Hebrew word ahsis is another word for fresh juice from the wine press.  It is not fermented.

                                                                                                                                              7

11. The Hebrew word mamsahk, is a word for the mixing of the preserved wine syrup filtered and boiled down with water for drinking unfermented, or with an activator to make it ferment.

12. The Hebrew words translated liquor, refer to juice of fruit unfermented or that which may become fermented.

13. The Greek word oinos is the equivalent of the Hebrew yayin.  According to the context it is to be determined grape juice wine or fermented wine.

14. The Greek word gleukos is new wine in its natural condition that has not been boiled or filtered.  It may become fermented wine.

15. The Greek word paroinos, is to continue around drinking fermented wine to get drunk.

16. The Greek word, oinopotays, translated, winebibber, means to be a tippler, a continuous drinker to get drunk. Jesus was falsely accused of this in Luke 7:34, because He apparently did not abstain from the fruit of the vine (Mat. 26:29), non fermented as John the Baptist abstained from all.

III. THE PASSAGES.

What we have learned so far is that when the words “wine” or “strong drink” or “liquor” appear in the Bible we have to examine the context to see if it is referring to preserved pure juice or fermented alcohol.  We also can examine which word is used from the original language to determine whether it is referring to alcohol or pure unfermented juice.  At this point we will list the references of pure preserved juice in both the Old and New Testaments and then list the references of fermented alcohol in both the Old and New Testaments.  After examining all the references listed as Pure Preserved Juice we have determined that there is nothing in the context or in the word used that would conclude that the beverage is fermented and should be presumed preserved for ordinary beverage drinking not for drunk drinking.   One note, in Numbers 6 and Judges 13 referring to the vow of the Nazarite, the wine and strong drink prohibited would include both that which was unfermented and fermented as well as the illustration of the Rechabites in Jeremiah 35.

PURE PRESERVED UNFERMENTED JUICE

Genesis 14:18, Genesis 27:25, (yayin, preserved grape juice wine), Genesis 27:28,37 (tirosh, unfermented new wine), Gen. 49:11,12, (yayin), Ex. 29:40, (yayin), Lev. 23:13, (yayin), Numbers 6:3,20, yayin, Numbers 15:5,7,10, yayin, Numbers 18:12, tirosh, Numbers 28:7, shakar (strong wine unfermented), Numbers 28:14, yayin. Det. 7:13, 11:14, 12:17, 14:23, tirosh, Det.16:13, yekeb, Det. 18:4, tirosh, Det. 28:39 yayin, Det. 28:51, tirosh, Det. 29:6, yayin, and (strong drink unfermented), Det.32:38, yayin, Det. 33:28, tirsoh, Judges 9:13, tirosh, Judges 13:4,7,14, yayin, Judges 19:19, yayin, I Samuel 1:15,24, yayin, I Samuel 10:3, yayin, I Samuel 16:20, yayin, I Samuel 25:18, yayin, II Samuel 6:19, yayin, II Samuel 16:1,2, yayin, II Kings 18;32, tirosh, I Chr. 9:29, yayin,

I Chr. 12:40, yayin, I Chr. 16:3, yayin, I Chr. 27:27, yayin. II Chr. 2:10,15, yayin, II Chr. 11:11, yayin, II Chr. 31:5, 32:28, tirosh, Neh. 2:1, yayin, Neh. 5:11 tirosh, Neh. 5:15,18,
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 yayin, Neh. 10:37, 39, tirosh, Neh. 13:5,12, tirosh, Neh. 13:15, gath, Neh. 13:15, yayin, Esther 5:6, 7:2,7,8, yayin, Job 1:13, yayin, Psalm 4:7, tirosh, Psalm 104:15, yayin, Prov.3:10, tirosh, Prov. 9:2,5, yayin, Eccl.9:7, 10:19, yayin, Song of Sol. 1:2, 4, 4:10, 5:1, 7:9, 8:2, yayin, Isaiah 1:22, sobe, Isaiah 16:10, yayin, 24:7, tirosh, ,24:9,11, yayin, 36:17, tirosh, 49:26, ahsis, 55:1, yayin, 62:8, 65:8, tirosh, Jeremiah 31:12, tirosh, 35:2, 5, 6, 8, yayin, 40:10,12, 48:33, yayin. Lam. 2:12, yayin, Ez. 27:18, Daniel 10:3, yayin, Hosea 2:8,9,22, tirosh,  Hosea 7:14, 9:2, 4, 14:7, tirosh, Joel 1:5 ahsis, 1:10, 2:19,24, tirosh, 3:18, ahsis, Amos 5:11, yayin, Amos 9:13, ahsis, 9:14, yayin, Micah 6:15, tirosh, 6:15, yayin, Zeph 1:13, yayin, Haggai, 1:11, tirosh, Haggai 2:12, yayin, Zech. 9:17, tirosh, 10:7, yayin, Mat.9:17, oinos, Mark 2:22, oinos, Luke 1:15, oinos,

Luke 5:37, 38, oinos, 7:33 oinos, 10:34, oinos, John 2:3, 9,10, oinos, 4:46 oinos, ITimothy 5:23, oinos, Revelation 6:6, 18:13, oinos.

FERMENTED INTOXICATING DRINK

With this list we will not comment on the obvious but will make brief comment on verses that may seem unclear on why we are certain the word or context imply that which intoxicates.  Gen. 9:21, 24, yayin, Genesis 19:32,33,34,35, yayin, Lev 10:9, yayin, (obvious prevention of any level of lack of sobriety), Numb.6:3,20, yayin, Det.32:33, yayin, Joshua 9:4,13, yayin, Judges 13:4,7,14, yayin, I Sam. 1:14, yayin, I Sam. 25:37, yayin, II Sam. 13:28, yayin, (they waited for wine to take a negative merry effect), Ezra 6:9, 7:22, khemer, (the king’s provision of wine was that which he knew was active for fermenting), Esther 1:7,10, yayin, (they were drinking wine in abundance to become drunken), Job 32:19, yayin, (activated, ready to explode), Psalm 60:3, yayin, (wine of astonishment is wine that results in reeling), Psalm 75:8, yayin, (dregs, residue unfiltered for fermentation to poison or destroy), Psalm 78:65, yayin, (wine that results in men shouting under influence), Prov. 4:17, yayin, (influence results in violence), Prov. 20:1, yayin, (influence results in mocking and raging), Prov.21:17, yayin, (love of wine means to drink in abundance to become drunken), Prov. 23:29,30,31, yayin and mamsahk, (influence produces sorrow, woe, babbling, wounds, red eyes, through abundant drinking, described as poison of serpent or adder, causes uttering perverse things and desiring strange women, stricken, beaten, sick, unfeeling, sleep and addiction), Prov. 31:4, yayin, (kings are to be sober to be wise leaders), Prov. 31:6, yayin, (dealing with pain, death and depression), Eccl 2:3, yayin, (speaking of experimenting with that which intoxicates), Isaiah 5:11,12, 22, yayin, (wine that inflames, and takes might to not be soon overtaken by its spirits), Isaiah 22:13, yayin, (avoiding God and repentance preparing to die), Isaiah 27:2, khemer, Isaiah 28:1,7, yayin, (described as erring) Is. 29:9, yayin, Is. 51:21, yayin, Is. 56:12, yayin, Jer.13:12, (vs. 13 drunkenness), Jer. 23:9, yayin, (wine that overcomes), Jer. 25:15, yayin, (vs. 16, wine causes to move or reel and be mad, crazy), Jer. 35:2,5,6,8,14, yayin, Jer. 51:7, yayin, Ezekiel 44:21, yayin, (priests forbidden to be under the influence), Daniel 1:5,8,16, yayin, (to drink it would defile), Daniel 5:1,2,4,23, khemer, Hosea 3:1, aynahb, (love flagons of wine is to drink in abundance for drunkenness), Hosea 4:11, yayin, tirosh, (takes away the heart from God), Hosea 7:5, yayin, (makes sick), Joel 1:5, yayin, Joel 3:3, yayin, (sell a girl for drunkenness), Amos 2:8,12 yayin, (wine that the condemned drink and violates Nazarites), Amos 6:6, yayin
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(drink in bowls in excess to get drunk), Micah 2:11, yayin, (prophesying favorably of that which God condemns shows you are a false prophet of the people and not of God), Hab. 2:5, yayin, (it is a transgression of the addicted and pronounced a woe, vs. 15), Zech. 9:15, yayin, (loud noises from those drunken), Luke 5:39, oinos, (old wine is preferred over new for drunkenness), Acts 2:13, gleukos, (gluten unfiltered for the purpose of rapid fermentation, assumed drunken by indulging vs. 15), Romans 14:21, oinos, (causes others to stumble, be offended or made weak), Eph. 5:18, oinos, I Tim. 3:3,8, paroinos, oinos, (speaking of negative effects unbecoming for a bishop), Titus 1:7, paroinos, Titus 2:3, oinos, I Peter 4:3, oinos, Rev. 14:8, 10, 16:19, 17:2, 18:3, oinos, (God’s wrath poured out to cause the rebellions to be poisoned, to reel, to fall, to die and to be damned).
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