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INTRODUCTION.

Is it possible to set out to witness to someone and overcome his longstanding opposition and successfully lead that person to a saving knowledge of Christ?  Is it possible to pray and know of the Lord that a person prayed for will be saved and then see them come to salvation?  Is it possible to confront evil and overcome it?  Is it possible to pray about the spread of evil in society and see it disappear?  In America right now homosexuality and homosexual marriage are taking over the states.  Is it possible to confront proponents and convince them to turn around and oppose the sin previously promoted?  Is it possible to pray for such reversals and actually see the reversal happen?  We may answer that we believe this.  But are we experiencing it?  Do we know anyone experiencing this success?  We may turn to great missionaries, pastors and evangelists of the 18th and 19th centuries as examples, but are there any contemporary Christian, pastor, missionary, or evangelist examples?

Jessie Penn Lewis a century ago wrote, “living Christ-encased, the prayer warrior wrestles and overthrows the principalities and powers attacking the church of Christ.” The great need of the 21st century Christian is to discover the “Christ-encased” life or the walk in the Spirit.  Jesus led to salvation a Samaritan woman with very deep longstanding sexual/emotional sin habits and prejudice against Jews and the Jewish religion.  Jesus prayed for Simon’s faith not to fail when sifted of Satan like wheat and His prayer was answered.  When the soldiers came to arrest Jesus he simply said the words “I Am” and they fell down backward.  Jesus successfully slipped through an angry mob that intended to kill him by throwing him over a cliff.  We know Jesus did these things and so much more because He is God.  

But He said these words in John 14:12, “Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.”  In Baptist and Pentecostal circles there is emphasis on the Spirit’s filling, the Spirit’s power, the Spirit’s fruit, the Spirit’s gifts and the Spirit’s workings, but where are the Christians that do not just talk and preach about it but actually have it?  We all say that we believe that we can have the results of Mustard seed faith, but who can prove it?  We all believe that we should be able to pray like Elijah, effectually and fervently with the miraculous results, but who in American Christianity is actually doing it with national, state or city altering results?  We say that we believe that we have the same Jesus who is now seated in the heavenlies above all principalities, dominions and powers and that we are seated with him having the same authority in Christ, but where is the evidence in this world now that any Christian has any authority of Christ over any principality, power, and dominion?

Is every faction of extant American Christianity devoid of Christian power?  Are we all just examples of having a form of godliness, but denying the power thereof?  Is there no one today that is hot, but only lukewarm or cold?  Will we be honest with this true evaluation of ourselves and seek God to remedy our powerlessness.  Will I?  Will you?  Will we believe the Bible and begin to walk in the Spirit as scripture teaches?
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The Assessment of the Walk in the Spirit.

Resist unprofitable teachings.

The arminian viewpoint emphasizes a cookie cut experience that is mandatory in their churches.  They pray and even lay hands on Christians to receive after their salvation a baptism of the spirit that results in speaking in tongues.  We will not take the time here to evaluate whether this experience is actually of the Holy Spirit, Biblical and true tongues.  There is evidence that should be considered that makes this experience suspect and questionable and impressionable.  But after the experience, that is virtually it.  If a person experiences this experience they supposedly have the Holy Ghost now, but continue on in unholiness often and even more often powerlessness honestly.

A growing viewpoint found among Baptists is a form of denying the Bible’s teaching on the Walk in the Spirit.  A common expression is that the filling of the Spirit is the infilling of scripture.  All Biblicists are for the infilling of scripture into every believer but the infilling of scripture does not equate the filling of the Spirit.  We are for reading scripture, meditating on scripture and hiding it in our hearts.  Learning scripture is essential to all spiritual growth, but scripture is scripture and the Spirit is the Spirit.  The habit of Bible devotions and the accomplishment of Biblical literacy is replaced for the Walk in the Spirit and Baptists live powerless lives.

Another common view found among Christians in general is that the Walk in the Spirit is a passive experience.  A state of emptiness must be reached in order for the Holy Spirit to flow through us in power like water in the plumbing.  Study spiritism and Hinduism etc. and you will find, “Absolute passivity is the fundamental law for the working of evil spirits through human beings.”  Jessie Penn Lewis went on to say on pages 47, 48, “There is a ‘law of passivity’ which if obeyed enables evil spirits to work; and if children of God will persist in expecting God to move their bodies without their volition, they fulfill that law…Many have supposed that if believers have power from God He will work without their cooperation and consequently have dropped into a state of passivity and that is the explanation for so much deception and powerlessness…He manifests His power by working in you and through you not instead of you.”  “You are constantly enjoined to have an active will ‘put on’, ‘put off’, ‘lay hold’, ‘fight’.  So many Christians are failing the grace of God in the Christian life because they believe that God is going to do for us passively what He has commanded us to do.  Such failure ends up blaming God and that is unacceptable. 

Respond with the volition of faith.

Salvation is essential before walking in the Spirit.  We are told to repent and believe the gospel, clear choices of our will for true salvation.  Repentance is not faith and faith is not repentance.  Likewise faith without repentance is not salvation and repentance without faith is not salvation.  But repentance toward God and faith in the Lord Jesus Christ is salvation.  Repentance is a turning in mind and heart from the specific sins of lust and the sins of pride whether self- righteousness or religious righteousness.  
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Such turning from sin is a turning in faith to Jesus Christ, believing that Jesus died for these specific sins in our lives and is to be trusted completely and singularly to save us from these sins by His blood atonement and death on the cross and resurrection from the dead.  

Leading up to the choice of our will to repent and believe the gospel is God leading to repentance and granting repentance.  God at the moment of salvation gives the gift of faith to us so that true salvation occurs when God is reaching out to save us and we turn to him to receive His salvation by faith in Christ.  Both God’s will and our will meet at the same time in salvation.  All speaking of one’s salvation in pre-election type terminology as if an unrepentant person is one of the elect is false teaching.  God in His Omniscience knows and sees everything in the eternal present, but saves at a definite point in time, His will and our will coming together.

So likewise is our sanctification and walk in the Spirit.  Philippians 2:13 says, “For it is God which worketh in you both to will and to do of his good pleasure.”  The walk in the Spirit is to believe the scriptures and make the choices the Bible instructs us to make in faith.  In Luke 11:13 Jesus promised us that if we would ask our Heavenly Father, he will give us the Holy Spirit.  In Galatians 5:16 we are told that if we walk in the Spirit we shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.  These are our choices by faith.  When the will of God is revealed to us from the Word of God we are to choose the will of God.  Our will is to be joining the will of God to walk in the Spirit as our wills joined the will of God in our salvation.  It is our choice to “resist” the devil and it is our choice  to say “I will” to the walk in the Spirit.

The Assaying of the Walk in the Spirit.

Ephesians 5:18 says, “…be filled with the Spirit.”  Galatians 5:16 says, “Walk in the Spirit…”  Both of these statements are imperative commands given to Christians of Christ’s church.  These commands we are to believe and volitionally obey daily and moment, by moment.  Plainly, how does the Christian begin this walk in the Spirit?

Refuse your sin and Reckon yourself dead to your sin.

Romans 7, describes the conflict in a Christian between the Spirit and the sinful flesh.  Jesus Christ died for our sins to save us from our sins.  He truly sets captives free.  He cried, “It is finished.”  He has done all that He can do for us and has given us commands to obey to fully experience liberty from sin.  Listen to God’s commands to you from Romans 6:11-14, “Reckon yourselves to be dead indeed unto sin…”  “Let not sin reign in your mortal body…”  “Neither yield ye your members as instruments of unrighteousness unto sin but yield yourselves unto God…”  “Sin shall not have dominion over you.”  Hebrews 12:1, says, “…let us lay aside every weight and the sin…”

Jessie Penn Lewis said, “As you hold the position that all the guilt of sin has been put away…, the old Adam in entirety has been nailed to the cross, you will find that sin loses its power to hold you.”  If you and I will not let sin reign then sin shall not reign.  
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God has put it within the power of our will to not let sin reign enabled by the power of the Holy Ghost.  It is not God’s job to keep sin from reigning in us.  He did His part on the cross.  It is our job now.  We must believe this!  Our faith in Christ and commitment to obey and not let sin reign will be backed up by the power of the Holy Spirit and sin shall not reign and we will be walking in the Spirit not fulfilling the lusts of the flesh.

This is not self conscious, strenuous effort, but is the natural life of the Christian yielded to God.  Just as breathing is not conscious, strenuous, self- effort but natural unconscious effort.   So the child of God that stays yielded to God, believing His word, will find it natural to refuse sin as Job eschewed evil, with a constant reckoning of self dead to sin, all sin nailed to the cross, buried and taken away by Jesus Christ.  This is the “law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus” that makes us free from the law of sin, (Romans 8:2).

Subject your Soul to the Spirit.

The word of God in Hebrews 4:12 indicates that there is a dividing of our soul and our spirit.  Our spirit is joined to the Holy Spirit at salvation I Cor.6:7 and to be one spirit and to walk in the Spirit, our soul must be subjected to the Spirit.  Our sinful flesh can hinder the walk in the Spirit if not refused.  Our soul can also hinder if not subjected to the Spirit.  Our soul life that we need to be concerned about and subject to God is our Mental/emotional life.  Our thinking processes connected to our emotions rise up against our walk in the Spirit and must be subjected.  Worry, anxiety, fear, obsessive thinking which often leads to obsessive talking are soul strongholds of the mind that must be cast down.  Pictures in the mind, wicked imaginations of jealousy and bitterness or selfishness must be cast down in the power of the Spirit.

We have been commanded in II Corinthians 10:4,5, to use spiritual weapons of warfare and pull down soulish strongholds, “Casting down imaginations and every high thing that exalteth itself against the knowledge of God and bringing into captivity every thought to the obedience of Christ.”  How do we do this?  The same way sin is refused.  Our soul’s thinking and feeling must be, according to Jessie Penn Lewis, “brought under the death work of the cross so that the natural activity of the mind may cease.”  God wants us to be still and calm in our souls, our mind and emotions, in Christ.  If we are not still and calm in soul we cannot walk in the Spirit.  The Holy Spirit will rule and empower when the aspects of our soul, mind and emotions are cast down and brought into captivity to the obedience of Christ.  

Jessie Penn Lewis suggested a prayer of faith, “Calvary is victory over all the power of the enemy.  I claim absolute exemption on the ground of the precious blood of Christ from all interference with my mind or imagination.”  Then we are to refuse the thoughts as they come and ignore them.  We cannot dwell upon them.”  Dwelling upon the thoughts indicates we are not obeying in faith Christ’s command.  Remember He did all that He could do at the cross and then commands us to do what we can do by His Spirit.  “The power of the Holy Spirit in our spirit is the power to drive these things out, but it is essential that we recognize them and set our will against them.  It is the Lord who does
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 the work but we have to set the helm right.  That is the way mariners manage a ship.  The man at the helm puts the helm right and the engine power makes the ship go.”  “The moment you choose God’s will the power of God is at the back of your choice to bring it into effect.  You must therefore live by your choice and not by your feelings.”  May God help us to never make the excuse for the sins of our flesh and mind or anyone else’s sins of flesh and mind by saying that its just the way we are and fail to bring these sins under the authority of the cross of Christ!

Resist Satan and his tools in the world and he will flee.

Once we have learned to walk in the Spirit to overcome our sinful flesh and sinful soul we must expect attack from Satan and his devils using the tools of this world at their disposal as the god of this world.  If we take our position at the cross dead to sin alive unto God with victory through Christ walking in the Spirit, conflicts against us will arise around us.  We need to be careful not to blame people for we wrestle not against flesh and blood but principalities, powers and the rulers of the darkness of this world spiritual wickedness in high places.  We need to be careful not to blame the sin cursed world but the cursed and defeated god of this world Satan himself.

A person around you even possibly another Christian or even a family member, may suddenly go against you with meanness, cruelty, uncalled for crossness.  How do we respond to such unprovoked surprise attacks?  Believe that it is the devil working to cause you to leave the walk in the Spirit and return to walking after the flesh.  Jessie Penn Lewis gave the illustration of a young child interrupting his mother’s time in the word and prayer with crying.  She realized that it may be the devil causing the child to cry at that time and prayed that the hindrance of the devil be stopped and he stopped immediately.

There are spiritual hindrances all around us from day to day that successfully derail us from the walk in the Spirit to a return to the walk after the flesh.  Can we get this far in victory over the flesh and soul and then begin in faith to claim victory over the Devil and the world?  An evangelist while preaching was being interrupted by dogs outside the meeting and prayed that the dogs be silenced and brought under the dominion of the crucified risen exalted Christ and they immediately ceased.

Jessie Penn Lewis said, “You can stop the devil, in the name of Jesus.  That is the great fact you need to understand.  Your victory in Christ is to include not only death to sin for victory over yourself but the victory of Christ on the cross is also for you to wield over Satan himself.”  In Luke 10:20 Jesus gave his disciples subjection over spirits and in Christ by the Walk in the Spirit we have the same subjection over spirit dominions.  Col. 2:10, says, “And ye are complete in him, which is the head of all principality and power.”  Eph.1:19, says, 

“And what is the exceeding greatness of his power to us-ward who believe, according to the working of his mighty power Which he wrought in Christ when he raised him from the dead and set him at this own right hand in the heavenly
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 places far above all principality and power and might and dominion and every name that is named not only in this world but also in that which is to come And 

hath put all things under his feet and gave him to be the head over all things to the church.” 

We have a good illustration set for our example.  In Acts 16:4, Paul was “sent” by the Holy Ghost to Cyprus and then Paphos.  There a deputy named Sergius Paulus, 

“called for Barnabas and Saul and desired to hear the word of God.  But Elymas the sorcerer…withstood them, seeking to turn away the deputy from the faith.  Then Saul filled with the Holy Ghost set his eyes on him And said, O full of all subtilty and all mischief, thou child of the devil, thou enemy of all righteousness, wilt thou not cease to pervert the right ways of the Lord?  And now behold, the hand of the Lord is upon thee and thou shalt be blind…Then the deputy when he saw what was done believed…” 

Elymas the sorcerer was a tool of the devil to hinder the work of God to save the deputy by withstanding Paul.  How many times does the devil move someone to withstand your witnessing, hinder or end it and souls are not won but still lost?  This is why we need to go by two so one can pray and call on God to overrule the dominion and power of darkness.  But also notice that Paul did not overcome Elymas by prayer but by the filling of the Spirit to rebuke, and condemn.  Would you if present have condemned Paul for not being filled with the Spirit for using the harsh language he used?  Are we confused to believe that when filled with the Spirit there will be no striving or contending?  Please remember Stephen and reread Acts 7!

Now, observe, II Corinthians 11:24,25.

Of the Jews five times received I forty stripes save one.  Thrice was I beaten with rods, once was I stoned, thrice I suffered shipwreck, a night and a day I have been in the deep.

We mention these verses because it gives us the reality of the Spirit filled life of Paul and us.  The majority of the time it appears that he did not overcome the rulers of the darkness of this world.  We may ask the question why?  The answer is found in his call of God in Acts 9:15, 16.  

“…he is a chosen vessel unto me to bear my name before the Gentiles and kings and the children of Israel  For I will show him how great things he must suffer for my name’s sake.”  

We too and  “all that will live godly in Christ Jesus shall suffer persecution.”, II Timothy 3:12.  So we may ask when shall we overcome the devil and his dominion and when shall we not?  The answer is, walk in the Spirit.  Sometimes He will lead us to overcome the devil and sometimes He will not.  He is not a power that we control but we are His possessed vessels under His control!
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The Abiding in the Walk in the Spirit.

Our Perspective.

John 14:20 says, “At that day ye shall know that I am in my father and ye in me and I in you.”  The Spirit filled Christian focuses on the victory of Christ at the cross and the dominion of Christ exalted in Heaven.  Jessie Penn Lewis said, “Your reliance should never by upon a Christ within but upon a Christ on the throne in heaven, who by His Spirit will energize you for all He wants you to do.  Your faith is to rest upon the glorified Man in heaven, and as you look to Him there, His Spirit is poured into your spirit, making Him a reality to you.”  Very important in our discerning the work of the Spirit in our life and others are the words of Christ in John 16:13,14, “Howbeit when he the Spirit of truth is come, he will guide you into all truth: for he shall not speak of himself…He shall glorify me…”  Where the Spirit is, the glory is never to Himself but to the Lord Jesus Christ.

Notice in John 14:20, that “I in you” follows “ye in me”.  Our focus is to be in Him properly and not Him in us lest pride and self get in the way of the work of God in us and through us.  The focus on the inward experience of a Baptism of the Spirit may be one of the greatest hindrances to the Walk in the Spirit and Revival by the Spirit!  We must forget about ourselves and our experiences and labor according to God’s working.  Colossians 1:29, says, “Whereunto I also labor, striving according to his working which worketh in me mightily.”

Along the line of our working for Christ by the Walk in the Spirit we should never say that we cannot, but instead say, I can through Christ who strengtheneth me.  Jessie Penn Lewis wrote, “Ask, Is it the will of God?  If so then declare, I can!  I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.”  If we say we cannot have revival or win souls to Christ or stand in the gap or stem the flood of wickedness then we wont.  But the Spirit within us of the exalted Christ says we can through Him.

Sometimes though, our commitment and zeal and confidence to work for and with Christ may lead us to ignore the promptings of the Spirit.  We know from Acts 23:11 that Paul was going to testify for God in Rome.  But Acts 21:4,11 indicates twice the Holy Ghost attempted to prevent Paul from going to Jerusalem where he would be arrested and then appeal to Ceasar.  It may have not been God’s timing or even God’s way, but Paul in fearlessness and zeal did not heed the words of the Spirit.  God led him through the danger and attempts on his life and led him to Rome anyway.  Praise the Lord that He is able to work out our failures to walk in the Spirit still to His glory.  When we have not followed the leading of the Spirit or have been derailed by the flesh or soul, we must confess it, “die daily” again to ourselves, yielding ourselves once again to God “as those that are alive from the dead” and ask for the Spirit’s filling and leading once again.
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Our Praying.

Since we are walking in the Spirit we are one with the Spirit and this greatly affects the way we pray in the Spirit.  We quote now extensively from Jessie Penn Lewis.

The true way of intercession is not intercession to Christ or even with Christ, but joined to Christ-one spirit- asking the Father as in union with Christ, that is in His name-in Him.  Not the attitude of two- Christ and I but one-union with Christ asking what He asks because joined to Him in one life.  The secret of power in prayer lies in the apprehension of this union

John 15:7, says, “If you abide in me and my words abide in you, ye shall ask what ye will and it shall be done unto you.”  General prayers, led of God, will be followed by detailed, or specific prayers led by the Spirit of Christ.  God may lead us to pray generally about destroying the work of the devil in a specific place or about the lack of power in the church or for the salvation of a soul.  These general prayers will be followed by specific details in request.  Such as, “Lord manifest the hindrances to Your power in the church so that they may be eliminated.”  Or after praying for someone to be saved pray for God to use what he reads or his friends or his work the God led circumstance in his life that will be used to bring him to Christ.  God will show us such circumstances and hindrances to pray about to pray them out of the way and to pray the soul to salvation or to victory.  

Walking and praying in the Spirit will result in prayer bursting out of us.  “We will not be able to look at a thing without praying over it.  This is what God meant by, ‘Pray without ceasing.’”  “What a tremendous effect God’s people would have upon this world if they went about praying like this.”

CONCLUSION.

Christian friend the truths presented in this paper are not hard.  God intends the walk in the Spirit to be the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus.  That is the life of every born again child of God.  Is it for you?  Will you believe God’s word and be led of the Spirit to Walk in the Spirit.  God wants to work mightily through you and I.  The need as we near the time of the end of the church age is desperate.  When the Son of Man cometh shall he find this faith in you and in I.
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