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I. THE INTRODUCTION..

This study is written for the sake of friends and loved ones who believe that the Roman Catholic church was the first church and is the original true Christian church.  In the book, Roman Catholicism, by Loraine Boettner, on page four we learn, “The Roman Catholic church…has reached its present state as the result of a long, slow process of development as through the centuries one new doctrine, or ritual or custom after another has been added.”  The Roman Catholic claim of Semper Idem “always the same” is a monstrous falsehood when examining the facts of history.

Is the study of church origins important?  Such a study is important for the Roman Catholic because their faith is a fairly simple faith.  It is ingrained in Roman Catholics that they are in the true faith practicing the true Christian religion; which is assumed to be irrefutable.  To make such a refutation is done in hope that Roman Catholics will seek out the true church and the true Christian faith according to scripture.  For if Roman Catholicism is indeed a disastrous distortion of Christianity mixed with paganism than Roman Catholicism is a cult.  All Roman Catholics must repent of Roman Catholicism and find salvation by grace alone through faith alone in order to inherit eternal life.  Ephesians 2:8,9, “For by grace are ye saved through faith and that not of yourselves it is the gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.”  The reader can easily research this subject for himself.  The scriptures and writings of early church fathers and councils are readily available.

What really matters is the statement of Jesus in John 12:48, He that…receiveth not my words hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”  The Biblical perspective from Jesus Christ himself is not a matter of religion or religious performance, but of believing the scriptures and being prepared to stand before the Creator and Redeemer God and answer according to the scriptures.

II. THE ORIGINAL CHURCH.

Eusebius, bishop of Caesarea, (263-339AD), is considered the Father of church history.  He has written much concerning the early church and bishops of the early church.  Reading his writing of the early church, one will find that there is not one shred of any of the unique beliefs and practices of Roman Catholicism mentioned.  Instead, there is a description of persecution and of preachers who faithfully preached the word of God.  

Eusebius wrote of Clement, bishop of Rome, who was martyred AD 100 and wrote the book of First Clement.  This book is known as the earliest Christian writing apart from the New Testament scriptures.  Clement in his book clearly stated that during the first century of the church there was no single ruling bishop over the churches.

Eusebius wrote of Papias, bishop of Hieropolis (60-130AD), who preached and wrote extensively about Christ and formulated pre millennial eschatology. 
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Eusebius wrote of Justin Martyr (100-165AD).  Justin Martyr wrote evangelistically to win Romans and Jews to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  Justin Martyr was beheaded in Rome by the Roman government.

Eusebius wrote of Irenaus (175-195 AD).  Irenaus was bishop of Lyons in France.  He opposed the Gnostic heresy and preached heavily from Pauline epistles.  Irenaus also expounded pre millennialism.

Many, many more could be cited.  But, for a summary, the early churches were pastored by men who preached the Bible.  There was no organizational hierarchy over the churches.  There were no popes or arch- bishops.  There were no priests, no rosaries, no sacraments, no holy days, masses, or confessionals etc.  There was nothing else practiced or believed but the Bible.  These men and churches preached a salvation message by grace through faith and immersed converts by water into the church.  There is no mention of sacraments, sprinkling babies, confirmation, last rites and paying for masses, purgatory etc.

Regarding the early churches Boettner wrote on page 11, “They took the Bible as their authoritative standard of belief and practice.  They were not called Protestants or Roman Catholics.  They were simply called Christians.  During the first three centuries they continued to base their faith solely on the Bible.”

III. THE ORIGIN OF ROMAN CATHOLICISM

The beginning of Roman Catholicism is traced to the year 325 AD.  The first move toward Roman Catholicism was an organizational move by the calling of the Council of Nicea.  Constantine became emperor of Rome and ended the ten Imperial persecutions of Christians.  Constantine accepted and popularized the Christian churches at that time.  Boettner wrote on page 11, “The result was that thousands of people who still were pagans pressed into the churches in order to gain the special advantages and favors that went with such membership…Having been used to the more elaborate pagan rituals, they were not satisfied with simple Christian worship but began to introduce their heathen beliefs and practices.  Gradually, through the neglect of the Bible and the ignorance of the people, more and more heathen ideas were introduced until the church became more heathen than Christian.”

Through studying the church fathers and church councils after 325 AD we can clearly trace the development of Roman Catholicism as we know it today.

In 325AD, emperor Constantine called the first ecumenical council known as the Council of Nicea.  With the new freedoms and the rush of pagans into the church, heresies began to develop from within.  During this time a man named Arius was promoting what would be called Arianism.  Basically it was the belief that Jesus was less than divinity.  
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Many sound Bible believing bishops still existed and met to debate and decide about this heresy.  The result was that Arianism was condemned.  About 20 canons of correct Bible doctrine were established.  On the surface such a meeting to strengthen sound doctrine

would seem to be a good phenomena.  

However, one small unscriptural thing often overlooked was established at this Council.  They also decided that Metropolitan bishops would be called arch- bishops and the rest of the bishops of the churches would just remain bishops.  This is the official beginning of Roman Catholicism at the Council of Nicea in 325 AD: THE UNSCRIPTURAL NAMING OF ARCH BISHOPS at an ecumenical council called by the government.  There is no biblical precedent for such a decision to create a hierarch made by men in Christ’s churches.  The word arch- bishop is never found in scripture.  They should have stayed with the scripture in Philippians 1:1, that local churches are to be led by “bishops and deacons”, remaining independent and autonomous.  Acts 19 gives a precedent for a meeting of churches to discuss correct doctrine and practice, but not to establish an ecclesiastical hierarchy.  After this, the precedent was set for men meeting in councils organized by the government to establish beliefs and practices apart from scripture.  We shall see that soon the decisions made at councils were no longer establishing correct doctrine but instead false Roman Catholic doctrine and tradition.

The next council was the Council of Constantinople, in 381 AD called by emperor Theodosius.  At this council trinitarianism was affirmed with the deity of the Holy Spirit affirmed.  Again such a decision was a good decision.  However, another unscriptural decision was made by these men, which established the trend of man- made tradition into the churches by council of bishops.  The second move into Roman Catholicism was the naming of the four bishops of the four principle cities of the Roman Empire who had already been named archbishops, Patriarchs.  This was a clear move toward establishing a religious hierarchy of men of prominent influence to rule over the churches as a whole.  Also during this time, certain bishops were promoting, by the influence of the entrance of Roman pagans into the churches, the veneration of dead saints and the use images in worship.

Roman Catholicism rapidly formed through the next two councils.  The Council of Ephesus of 431 AD debated Nestorianism but did not resolve the issue.  The most notable outcome of this council is that the church of Rome was not represented by the bishop, archbishop, Patriarch, but was represented by delegates referred to as papal delegates.  Also during this council one bishop, Cyril of Alexandria, due to the influence of pagan goddess worship, promoted his belief that Mary should be called the Mother of God.  By now the term mass had been popularized in some churches as a daily celebration.

Then at the Council of Chalcedon in 451 AD, Leo I, bishop and archbishop, and Patriarch of the church at Rome called the council by exercising his authority with Emperor Marcion.  This council properly rejected Nestorianism.   
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Roman Catholicism was fatally established at Chalcedon when Leo I claimed succession from Peter to elevate himself in the new hierarch.  He also argued that the church at Rome should have the same imperial influence over the rest of the churches as the city of Rome had over the rest of the cities in the Roman Empire.  Thus began the papal power from the church of Rome over the rest of the churches.  Leo I should be viewed as the first pope of Roman Catholicism.  Before him there were no popes and no succession from Peter of the bishops of the church at Rome.

By 500 AD, and by the leadership in Rome, bishops were named priests and all conformed to a form of dressing in priestly garments to distinguish and elevate themselves as clergy over the laity.  This was the doctrine of nicolaitans, which the Lord prophetically warned about and said He hates in Revelation 2:6,15.  Extreme Unction was established in 526.  Gregory I announced himself Pope in 593, developed purgatory and prayers to dead saints and Mary.  And in 607AD, emperor Phocas recognized the papistry and became the first emperor to officially call the Patriarch of Rome the Pope of the Church.  Worship of relics was established in 786AD.  Holy Water came in 850 AD.  Lent and fasting on Fridays came in 998 AD.  The Celibacy of the priesthood came in 1079AD.  

The rosary was established in 1090 AD.  The inquisition came in 1184 and the sale of indulgences came in 1190.  Transubstantiation and confession to the priests came in 1215 AD.   The Bible was forbidden in 1229.  The cup was forbidden in 1414.  Seven Sacrements were established in 1439.  Tradition was declared to be equal or above the Bible in 1545.  The Immaculate conception of Mary came in 1854.  The infallibility of the pope came in 1870.  The Assumption of Mary in 1950 with her co- redemptrix and co- mediatrix becoming established since then.  Thus is the summary of the development of Roman Catholicism found in Roman Catholicism, page 7,8.

Boettner said on Page 10, “The fact is that many…of the rites and ceremonies were taken directly from paganism or from Old Testament Judaism.  Some scholars say that as much as 75 percent of the Roman ritual is of pagan origin.”  Cardinal Newman wrote that “temples, incense, oil lamps, votive offerings, holy water, holy days, seasons of devotion, processions, blessings, sacerdotal vestments, tonsure (priests monks, nuns), images etc. are all of pagan origin.”

Boettner on page 11 wrote, “Thus in time there was found in the church a sacrificing and gorgeously appareled priesthood, an elaborate ritual, images, holy water, incense, monks, nuns, the doctrine of purgatory, and in general a belief that salvation was to be achieved by works rather than by grace.  The church in Rome and in general the churches throughout the empire allied with the church in Rome ceased to be the apostolic Christian Church and became for the most part a religious monstrosity.”

                                                                                                                                          5

IV. THE ORIGINAL TRUE CHURCH CONTINUED.

A little known fact of history is that not all the churches during the period of the church of Rome’s developmental dominance over the other churches fell into the line of submission.  In Europe and even in northern Italy itself there were churches that stayed true to the scriptures and the hand copying of them.  There were churches that stayed true to evangelizing by preaching the gospel of salvation by grace through faith.  These churches stayed true to baptizing converts not babies and the doctrines of soul liberty and autonomy of the local church.  And, long before Martin Luther and Protestantism, there were violent clashes between Roman Catholicism and churches in the Alps of Europe that refused to go along and conform to the ecumenism and centralization of power in the church of Rome.  These churches became known by the names of their bishops and leaders such as the Waldensians, Novatians, Donatists, Montanists, Paulicans, Arnoldists, Petrobrusians, Albigensians, etc.  Many of these churches existed all the way to the Protestant reformation and joined with the Calvinists, Lutherans, Zwinglis and Anabaptists.  Roman Catholicism was not the only church stream during the Dark ages.

Even among the churches that went along with the developmental dominance of the church of Rome there were churches, evangelists and bishops that stayed as true to the gospel as possible.  An evaluation of Patrick’s ministry in Ireland (390-461 AD) shows no Roman Catholic church influence, corruption or connection whatsoever.  

Only Bible believing preaching and practice is the evidence of Patrick’s ministry.  The truth is, Patrick was never officially canonized a Romanized Saint by Romanism because of these facts.  He is called saint Patrick to this day due to the endearment and legacy he left in Ireland that remains to this day.  Oh that Irish people would return to the Gospel message of their beloved Patrick and leave the abominations of Romanism! 

Columba on the other hand, (521-615 AD), was an example of the sad mixture of Romanism at the time.  He seemed to preach a true Gospel, but was definitely corrupted by the spirit of Romanism for he, according to Who’s Who in Christian history, page 171, “contributed greatly to the blending of pagan and Christian culture…”

John Chrysostom, the Bishop, Arch- Bishop and Patriarch of Constantinople, (374-407), emphasized grammatical, historical interpretation of scripture.  He believed in literal interpretation and contextual interpretation of scripture.  He was a great expositor of the N.T. books of the apostle Paul.  He was called the greatest preacher of the early church.

How many others remained faithful but in obscurity, only the Lord knows.
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V. THE CONCLUSION.

On page 28 of Conversations with Catholics, is this true story.  “In November 1994, a 68 year old Roman Catholic priest had a heart attack while visiting the Incognito, a homosexual bathhouse, Dublin Ireland’s most famous homosexual male only sauna club.  Responding to calls for help, two other Catholic priests emerged from private sex rooms in the club to give the dying priest Last Rites.”

A long fully documented study at this point could be presented of sexual abuse among priests and popes throughout all of Roman Catholic history, but we will forego that and ask this question.  What is wrong with Roman Catholicism?  We come to three certain conclusions.  

First, the sex scandals among priests truly represent Roman Catholicism as a whole.  This brand of false Christianity provides no heart change or deliverance from sin.  Priest and parishoner alike are plagued with profane, debauched, and intemperate lives.  Moral people within Roman Catholicism that live with pure speech, pure morals sexually and socially and sobriety from drugs and alcohol are the rare exception and do so, not by testimony of salvation by Christ and the power of the Holy Spirit’s filling, but by their own self control.

Second, Catholics have no saving experience and personal relationship with Jesus Christ by possession of His Holy Spirit.   They know nothing of their bodies becoming His temple that He rules from within.  Ask any Catholic what their hope of eternal life is and they will say, their Catholic faith and being a good enough person.  Saving faith based on true knowledge of the once and for all blood atonement of Christ on the cross and an experience of repentance of sin and false religious works with personal faith in the resurrected Christ for being born again are never mentioned.  Prayers are read and said not expressed as communication from the heart of a child to their Father through Jesus Christ.  Rarely are even the prayers read and said directed to God through Jesus but to dead humans called saints and spiritually dead living humans called priests and popes.

Third, the object of all Catholic’s faith is not Jesus Christ and His atonement.  The object of all Catholic faith is the religious rites; rituals falsely developed by fallible men and fostered upon them by assumption that the Roman Catholic church and all its rites are original and true from God.  The Roman Catholic faith is the trust that by performing the religious rites that the men of their religion developed over a period of 1500 years or so, that God will bring mystical grace to them.  After Roman Catholics end up in purgatory, maybe they will go to heaven some day if their living relatives pay enough money for masses.  Sadly, such is pure cultic racketeering that denies the full and free atonement of Christ as sufficient for all sin!  It would be well to be reminded that Jesus’ last words on the cross were, “It is finished.”  If purgatory were true than Jesus was a liar and a failure in His attempt to pay for the sins of the world by His sacrifice and offer of salvation full and free.
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Romanists believe that to have assurance of going to heaven is presumption because, ultimately, they are not trusting Christ and His promises from His word, they are trusting themselves and their performance of the Roman rituals which cannot be perfectly kept.  Therefore they are not any different than Muslims and all the other false religions of the world that depend upon religious rituals and performance to merit mercy of God and eternal life.  They are a works oriented cult that knows not salvation by grace.

Dear friend this is not the Christianity of the New Testament.  This is not the Christianity of the apostles.  This is not the Christianity of the early church of the first few centuries.  And this is not the Christianity that God dwells in since up to this day!  This is of all things a cult!

True Christianity is a true spiritual re-birth from within that results in a changed life.  Romans 6:18 says, “Being then made free from sin, ye became the servants of righteousness.”  True Christianity accepts the atonement of Christ once and for all with a true spiritual birth of the Holy Ghost within that occurs one time after the age of accountability by grace through faith.  Ephesians 2:8,9, says, “For by grace are ye saved through faith and not of yourselves it is the gift of God not of works lest any man should boast.”  The new birth of Christ’s Holy Spirit within brings absolute assurance of eternal life in heaven because it’s not in any way involving self- dependence or performance of anything.  Saved Christians know they will go directly to heaven when they die!  Romans 8:16, “The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of God.” Luke 10:20, “…rejoice because your names are written in heaven.”  John 10:27,28, “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them and they follow me; and I give unto them eternal life; and they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them out of my hand.”  

I John 5:13, “These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the Son of God that ye many know that ye have eternal life…”

Dear friend, true Christianity is a call from Jesus to simply repent and believe the Gospel.  When Christ was crucified one thief on a cross beside him demonstrated true salvation by repentance and faith.  Initially he mocked Christ, but he repented and called to Jesus to remember him.  Jesus said these wonderful words to him. “Today thou shalt be with me in Paradise.”  He repented and called in faith for Jesus to save him.  He didn’t trust baptism, good works, last rites or any rite or performance.  Only Christ!  And when he died he went directly to heaven with Christ.  Every person in the world must do the same to be saved.  Every Catholic must repent of the performance and trust in Roman rites and trust Christ alone or they will be damned.  Jesus said in Luke 13:3, “…Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish.”  Will you repent and call on Christ to save you trusting Him singularly right now?  If you will, you will be saved.  Romans 10:13, “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”

This information is not given out of a spirit of cruelty or animosity but pure love to tell the truth plainly for our Catholic friends to see the truth clearly.  If the house is on fire the best way to alarm the loved ones to evacuate immediately is to cry fire!
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