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Introduction.

Over the last few decades we have been bombarded by liberals, neo evangelicals and fundamentalists who have stated emphatically that the scriptures are not the preserved words of God.  Liberal Rendel Harris stated concerning the New Testament that it was, 

“more than ever, and perhaps finally unsettled.”  Liberal Kirsopp Lake wrote, “In spite of the claims of Westcott and Hort and of von Soden, we do not know the original form of the Gospels, and it is quite likely that we never shall.”  New Evangelical Burton Throckmorton Jr. summarized the position held by new Evangelicals, “None of the original manuscripts of the New Testament have survived nor presumably, any direct copies of the original manuscripts.  What we have are copies of copies.  Into these crept errors; moreover additions and ‘corrections’…”  Fundamentalist Samuel Schnaiter representing fundamentalists from Bob Jones University wrote, “…the text of the New Testament is sorely corrupt.”  And, “…promises of preservation in view of the wording variations can only apply to the message of God’s word not to its precise wording.”  How do we reconcile what scholars are saying today with the Bible’s own claims?  It is recorded in Matthew 24:35 that Jesus said, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”  And I Peter 1:23, “…the word of God which liveth and abideth for ever.”  If we believe what scripture says we have some serious problems with the scholars.

Problem #1, Textual Criticism.

Scholars from liberal protestant, neo evangelical and fundamentalist schools employ only an unbelieving, naturalistic, neutral approach to the study of the veracity and authenticity of the texts of scripture.  In other words they view and treat the scriptures just as any other ancient book.  Dr. Stewart Custer from Bob Jones University said, “The believer may safely leave such problems to the discussion of theological and textual experts.” Should our faith be in the textual critics and scholars or in the word of God?  Are the textual critics and scholars worthy of our trust?  If we do so, is it possible that we may be guilty of scholarolatry?  

Westcott and Hort said, “…we dare not introduce considerations which could not reasonably be applied to other ancient texts, supposing them to have documentary attestation of equal amount, variety and antiquity.”  The reasoning for this is explained by Kenyon, “…it is only in this way we can meet the hostile critics of the New Testament with arguments, the force of which they admit.  If we assume from the first the supernatural character of these books and maintain that this affects the manner in which their text has come down to us, we can never convince those who start with a denial of that supernatural character.  We treat them at first like any other books, in order to show at last that they are above and beyond all other books.”  In other words we will practice the methods of unbelief to seek to convert the unbelievers.  This is none other than the philosophy of the New Evangelicalism which repudiates personal holiness and separation from the world for the purpose of evangelism summarized by the slogan, we must be like the world to win the world.  Such a philosophy has no scriptural basis instead we are told the exact opposite in II Timothy 2:21, “If a man therefore pure himself from these, he shall be a vessel unto honor, sanctified and meet for the master’s use, and prepared unto every good work.” 
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 Moreover, from the quotes stated above that are like many others that could be given, the naturalistic neutral philosophy has not worked.  Liberal unbelievers are not being persuaded and convinced of the supernatural character of the Bible.  Not only has textual criticism not worked, it has back- fired.  Now the average Christian questions the veracity and authenticity of the Bible and is confused by the plethora of translations following different texts and rendering differing translations from scholarship relying upon textual criticism.  Some are even now questioning the canon of the New Testament.  Do we have the words of God today or don’t we?

Problem #2, The result of Textual criticism is the corruption of the preserved text.

There have always been heretical factions and cults that have taken true divinely preserved copies of the word of God and corrupted them to read according to their false teachings.  It is amazing how closely the NIV and NASB resemble the Jehovah Witness, NWT in their false teachings.  For example, I Timothy 3:16 in the KJV says, “…God was manifest in the flesh…”  The NIV, NASB and most all modern English translations replace “God” with “he” just like the Jehovah Witness NWT.  To replace the word “God” with “he” is to destroy this passage’s declaration of the divinity of Christ.  The reason this change came to be is because one ancient manuscript has this rendering.  This one ancient manuscript just so happens to have its origin among Gnostics and was rejected by Bible believers more than 1500 years ago as corrupt.  Yet modern text critics employing unbelieving neutral and naturalistic principles such as eclecticism to their search for the authentic scriptures believe that all ancient texts should be deemed equal and authority be given to texts that were evilly distorted and rejected long ago.  In this way the preserved word of God is being corrupted.

Problem #3, Disbelief in the Bible’s self authenticating claims of preservation.

The effect of textual criticism has left the church with the option to reject what the Bible says about it’s preservation like Matthew 24:35, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.” Or, to conclude that Jesus did not mean his actual words, but his concepts, truths and ideas would not pass away.  Today Bob Jones University is teaching, that it is the “teaching of scripture that is inerrant and infallible.”  Not the actual words.  The reason for this, as we have already seen, is their belief that the “text of the New Testament is sorely corrupt.” “promises of preservation in view of the wording variations can only apply to the message of God’s word not to its precise wording.”  This is horrifying to every true Christian fundamentalist, because this is none other than neo orthodoxy’s position, of reducing the Bible to be a concept Bible and that the Bible only at best contains the word of God or it becomes the word of God as it is translated accurately or interpreted properly.  Growing numbers of Christians are not satisfied with such unbelief.  More and more Christians want to know that when they read, thus saith the Lord, that it is in deed true.  And that disbelieving what the Bible says about itself is sin.  Romans 1:14, “Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”  So how did God preserve His words?  Is it true that there is “no direct statement regarding the means of Bible preservation”, in the Bible as Sam Schnaiter emphatically declares?
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The Preserved Old Testament Scripture is the Masoretic text.

We come to this conclusion by examining what the Bible says about itself and comparing that with the evidence.

New Testament quotes and illustrations of preservation.

Romans 3:1,2 says, “What advantage then hath the Jew? Or what profit is there of circumcision?  Much every way: chiefly, because that unto them were committed the oracles of God.”  We have here a New Testament reference that God committed to the trust of the Jews the words of scripture of the Old Testament.  The word “oracles” according to Strong is “utterances” and is therefore equivalent to inspired or God breathed words.

In Matthew 5:18, “For verily I say unto you, Till heaven and earth pass, one jot or one tittle shall in no wise pass from the law, till all be fulfilled.”  How emphatic is this statement!  Not only is Jesus saying that the words of the Law, a reference to the Pentateuch, shall not pass away, but the very smallest marking of distinction so that there will be absolutely no question as to the wording and hence the meaning.

Luke 24: 44, “And he said unto them, These are the words which I spake unto you, while I was yet with you, that all things must be fulfilled, which were written in the law of Moses, and in the prophets, and in the psalms concerning me.”  Here Jesus authenticates every division of the Old Testament and therefore every book of the Old Testament.  This can be further accounted by considering that he quoted from nearly every book and definitely from every division of the Old Testament.  Jesus had the words of the Old Testament scriptures in His day and we have them in our day.

Old Testament quotes and illustrations of preservation.
There are several scripture references in the Old Testament that clearly state that scripture had been given by God and that the wording was not to be changed by addition or deletion.

Deuteronomy 4:2, “Ye shall not add unto the word which I command you, neither shall ye diminish aught from it, that ye may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I command you.”  Inspired words of God had been given to Moses and he wrote them down.  It was to be carefully ensured that no wording changes were made.  If wording changes were made it would be impossible to keep the commandments as given.  A very similar instruction is given in the book of Proverbs.

Proverbs 31:5,6, “Every word of God is pure: he is a shield unto them that put their trust in him.  Add thou not unto his words, lest he reprove thee, and thou be found a liar.”  This verse clearly infers that the words of God shall be kept pure.  It also infers that along side of the pure words there will be those that will corrupt the words of God by adding to them man’s words.  Otherwise no warning would need to be given and eternal accountability established for the violators.  
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Isaiah 40:8, “The grass withereth, the flower fadeth: but the word of our God shall stand for ever.”  Once again, clearly the words of God are given to us by God and God has promised that though on earth the grass withers and flowers fade, his word on earth shall endure for ever.

Jeremiah 23:29,30,36, “Is not my word like as a fire? Saith the LORD; and like a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces?  Therefore behold, I am against the prophets saith the LORD that steal my words every one from his neighbor…for ye have perverted the words of the living God, of the LORD of hosts our God.”  This text takes for granted that the word of God was in Israel’s possession with all power authority and accuracy.  Yet of the prophets there were false prophets who were lying about the word of God and perverting it and therefore coming under judgment.  

The method of preserving the Old Testament Scriptures.

In Deuteronomy 31:9 and 11 and 31:25,26 we read, “And Moses wrote this law, and delivered it unto the priests the sons of Levi... When all Israel is come to appear before the LORD thy God in the place which he shall choose, thou shalt read this law before all Israel in their hearing.”  “And it came to pass, when Moses had made an end of writing the words of this law in a book, until they were finished, That Moses commanded the Levites…Take this book of the law, and put it in the side of the ark of the covenant of the Lord your God, that it may be there for a witness against thee.”
The priests were responsible for the dissemination, both the reading and teaching of the law to Israel which would include the production of copies for that purpose.  The Levites were responsible for the safe protection and oversight of the original copy kept within the Ark of the Covenant.  Yet, like the pot of manna, Aaron’s rod and the tables of stone that had on them the Ten Commandments written with the finger of God, it is understood that God would be supernaturally preserving them as well.  We know beyond a shadow of doubt that this was the procedure of preservation and that it was faithfully carried out because 1,000 years later after the captivity and return we read in Ezra 8:1-9, that Ezra acting as priest and scribe, (verse 9), brought out the book of the law of Moses and read it before the congregation.

A second method of preserving the O.T. Scriptures is given in the book of Deuteronomy as it relates to the kings who would in the future rule over God’s people Israel.  Deuteronomy 17:18-20 reads, “And it shall be when he sitteth upon the throne of his kingdom, that he shall write him a copy of this law in a book out of that which is before the priests the Levites: And it shall be with him, and he shall read therein all the days of his life: that he may learn to fear the LORD his God, to keep all the words of this law and these statutes, to do them: That his heart be not lifted up above his brethren, and that he turn not aside from the commandment, to the right hand, or to the left: to the end that he may prolong his days in his kingdom, he, and his children, in the midst of Israel.”
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We know for a fact that this method of preservation succeeded even though there were some horrible kings and at times idolatry replaced the worship of the LORD in Jerusalem.  Eight hundred years later in II Chronicles 34:14,  Hilkiah the priest, “found a book of the law of the LORD given by Moses.”  Godly king Josiah read it and reformed Judah back to the practices contained in it.

By way of application we should note that the saved are the N.T. priesthood of the Lord, (I Peter 2:9).  The N.T. saints of the Lord are made kings and priests unto our God, (Rev. 5:10).  We should be careful to read the scriptures all the days of our lives to live accordingly and to make sure that we have the preserved word of God and not a corruption.

The historical evidence.

On page 32 of the book, Defending the King James Bible, by Dr, D.A. Waite, we read, “Never be ashamed of the traditional Masoretic Hebrew text that underlies the King James Bible.  It was accumulated by the Jews in fulfillment of Romans 3:1-2.”  On page 26 he wrote, “The word ‘Masoretic,’ is from the Hebrew masar (to hand down).  It means to hand down from person to person.  The Masoretes were traditionalists who guarded the Old Testament Hebrew text.  There were families of Hebrew scholars in Babylon, in Palestine, and in Tiberius.  According to most students of these matters, these Masoretes safeguarded the consonantal text…I say consonantal text because as one school of thinking understands it, originally the Hebrew was written only in consonants, there were no vowels.”

On pages 24-26, Dr. Waite quoted the eight rules for copying the synagogue rolls of the Old Testament scriptures as given by H. S. Miller in his book General Biblical introduction, pages 184-185, which we will quote here.

1. The parchment must be made from the skin of clean animals; must be prepared by a Jew only, and the skins must be fastened together by strings taken from clean animals.

2. Each column must have no less than 48 not more than 60 lines.  The entire copy must be first lined…

3. The ink must be of no other color than black, and it must be prepared according to a special recipe.

4. No word nor letter could be written from memory; the scribe must have an authentic copy before him, and he must read and pronounce aloud each word before writing it.

5. He must reverently wipe his pen each time before writing the word for “God” and he must wash his whole body before writing the name “Jehovah” lest the holy name be contaminated.

6. Strict rules were given concerning forms of the letters, spaces between letters, words and sections the use of the pen, the color of the parchment, etc.
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7. The revision of a roll must be made within 30 days after the work was finished; otherwise it was worthless.  One mistake on a sheet condemned the sheet; if three mistakes were found on any page, the entire manuscript was condemned.

8. Every word and every letter was counted and if a letter were omitted, an extra letter inserted or if one letter touched another, the manuscript ws condemned and destroyed at once.

Miller concluded on page 185, “We have the real Old Testament, the same one which our Lord had and which was originally given by inspiration of God.”

According to Dr. Waite on page 27, “The Ben Chayyim Masoretic text… became the standard Masoretic text…This is the text that underlies the KING JAMES BIBLE… Nobody translated the Old Testament except by using this text.

The Hebrew text of the Modern English Old Testament translations.

Every modern translation of the Old Testament into English has abandoned the traditional Masoretic Hebrew text, the Divinely preserved text of the Hebrew Old Testament scriptures.  The NASB, NIV and NKJV reference using the Dead Sea scrolls.  It must be remembered that the Dead Sea scrolls in Hebrew only have the book of Isaiah and two chapters of Habakkuk.  It is also disputed today whether the Isaiah scroll is actually a Masoretic text.  The NASB, NIV and NKJV also reference using other ancient translations of the Old Testament which does not make sense.  Why translate from another translation when you can translate from the copies of the original Divinely preserved Hebrew text.  The NASB and the NIV rely heavily upon Rudolf Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica of 1937.  The NKJV relies heavily upon Kittel’s Biblia Hebraica Stuttgart of 1967/77.  Dr. Waite on pages 21-23 of his book estimates that both Hebrew texts of Kittel have about 20,000-30,000 changes from the traditional Masoretic Hebrew text.

Dr. Waite put it well on page 23, “So if you have a different foundation, how can the building, the Words, be the same?  They can’t be the same.  They are not the same.  They are different.”  

The Preserved Text of New Testament Scripture is the Textus Receptus.

We know this to be true by believing what the New Testament says about itself and by the evidence that bears witness to the truth.

The New Testament quotes and illustrations of preservation.

Matthew 4:4 says, “But he answered and said, It is written, Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of God.”  Think about it.  If man’s life is contingent upon every word that proceeds out of the mouth of God which must be both Old and New Testaments, then we must have them.
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Matthew 24:35 says, “Heaven and earth shall pass away, but my words shall not pass away.”  What a promise!  Jesus’ words apply to the Gospels, and the rest of the New Testament as well as the Old Testament because He is God and according to II Timothy 3:16, “All scripture is given by inspiration of God.”

John 10:35, says, “If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken.”  The word “Scripture” here is referring specifically to the written Old Testament.  However since the word scripture is also used to refer to the New Testament, this promise also applies to the New Testament which is also scripture.  The Greek word translated “broken” according to Strong means, “break (up), destroy, dissolve.”  What a promise!  The New Testament scriptures cannot be broken up, destroyed or dissolved.

I Peter 1:23-25, says, “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.  For all flesh is as grass, and all the glory of man as the flower of grass.  The grass withereth, and the flower thereof falleth away: but the word of the Lord endureth for ever.  And this is the word which by the gospel is preached unto you.”  We learn that the word of God is incorruptible seed.  Strong indicates that the Greek word translated “incorruptible” means, “undecaying (in essence or continuance)…immortal.”  It is clearly stated that the New Testament scripture lives, abides and endures forever. 

The method of preserving the New Testament Scriptures.

In the above verses of I Peter 1:23-25, Peter quotes from Isaiah 40:6-8.  By quoting Isaiah 40:6-8 to state the equivalence of the preservation of the New Testament to the Old Testament, it is right to apply full equivalence.  The Old Testament endured forever by the promise of God and by the priesthood doing their part to copy, read and teach it to every generation.  Likewise the New Testament scriptures will endure forever by the promise of God and the New Testament priesthood doing their part to copy, read and teach it to every generation.  

I Peter 2:9 teaches that those who are born again by the incorruptible word of God are a “royal priesthood”.  According to John 16:13, Jesus promised to send the Spirit of truth who would guide us into all truth.  Those who are indwelt by the Spirit of God by regeneration will be guided to know what books are the canon of scripture and will be guided to preserve the words of scripture according to Matthew 24:35.  It is a fact that has occurred and must be accepted by believing the scriptures record.

In Matthew 28:19,20, Jesus said to His disciples, “Go ye therefore and teach all nations… teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and lo I am with you always, even unto the end of the world.”  Jesus himself is with us, who are His disciples, by His Spirit, the Spirit of truth, to enable us to teach all nations all things that He commanded.  There is no way that can be done if we do not have the all things that He commanded, that is His very words of scripture preserved to every generation.
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John 12:48 says, “He that rejecteth me, and receiveth not my words, hath one that judgeth him: the word that I have spoken, the same shall judge him in the last day.”  Even those that reject Christ’s words are held accountable for rejecting them.  How can they reject them if they were not available?  And how can they be held accountable if they did not have them?  This verse takes it for granted that the very words rejected by anyone in any generation will be the very words at the judgment that will judge and condemn them.

At this point we quote extensively from Dr. Jack Moorman’s book, Forever Settled, pages 59-63.


Before 200 A.D. The epistles of Paul, the Gospels, Acts, I Peter and I John were recognized as Scripture by Christians everywhere (as the writings of Irenaeus, Clement of Alexandria and Tertullian prove) and accorded an authority equal to that of the Old Testament Scriptures.  It was Tertullian, moreover, who first applied the name New Testament to this collection of apostolic writings.  The seven remaining books 2 and 3 John, 2 Peter, Hebrews, James, Jude and Revelation were not yet unanimously accepted as Scripture.  By the time the fourth century had arrived, however, few Christians seem to have questioned the right of these disputed books to a place in the New Testament canon.  Eminent Church Fathers of that era such as Athanasius, Augustine, and Jerome include them in their lists of the New Testament books.  Thus through the Holy Spirit’s guidance of individual believers, silently and gradually—but nevertheless surely, the Church as a whole was led to a recognition of the fact that the twenty-seven books of the New Testament, and only these books, form the canon which God gave to be placed beside the Old Testament Scriptures as the authoritative and final revelation of His will.

Thus the Holy Spirit guided the early Christians to gather their individual New Testament books into one New Testament canon and to reject all non-canonical books.  IN the same manner also the Holy Spirit guided the early Christians to preserve the New Testament text by receiving the true readings and rejecting the false…But God in His mercy did not leave His people to grope after the true New Testament text.  Through the leading of the Holy Spirit He guided them to preserve it during the manuscript period.  God brought this to pass through the working of His preserving and governing providence.  First, many trustworthy copies of the original New Testament manuscripts were produced by faithful scribes.  Second, these trustworthy copies were read and recopied by true believers down through the centuries.  Third, untrustworthy copies were not so generally read or so frequently recopied.  Although they enjoyed some popularity for a time, yet in the long run they were laid aside and consigned to oblivion.  Thus as a result of this special providential guidance the true text won out in the end and today we may be sure that the text found in the vast majority of the Greek New Testament manuscripts is a trustworthy reproduction of the divinely inspired original text.  This is the text which was preserved by the God-guided usage of the Greek Church.  Critics have called it the Byzantine text, thereby acknowledging that it was the text in use in the Greek Church during the greater part of the Byzantine period (452-1453).  It is much better, however, to 
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call this text the Traditional text.  When we call the text found in the majority of the Greek New Testament manuscripts the Traditional text, we signify that this is the text which has been handed down by the God-guided tradition of the Church from the time of the Apostles unto the present day.

Just as the divine glories of the New Testament are brighter far than the glories of the Old Testament, so the manner in which God has preserved the New Testament text is far more wonderful than the manner in which He preserved the Old Testament text.  God preserved the Old Testament text by means of something physical and external, namely the Aaronic priesthood.  God has preserved the New Testament text by means of something inward and spiritual, namely, the universal priesthood of believers.  Hence the preservation of the New Testament text is not due to the decisions of any ecclesiastical organization or council or committee.  All such attempts to deal with the New Testament text are bound to fail.  God has preserved the New Testament text in the New Testament way which is free from any traces of Old Testament bondage, namely through the guidance of the Holy Spirit operating in the hearts of individual believers and gradually leading them, by common consent, to reject false readings and to preserve the true.  By this God-guided usage of believers the true New Testament text has been preserved and is now found in the vast majority of the Greek New Testament manuscripts.  This is the text which is found in the King James Version and the other classic Protestant translations.

The Historical evidence.
According to Dr. Waite, on page 54 of Defending the King James Bible, There are 5,255 known Greek manuscripts of the N.T., eighty-eight Papyrus fragments, 267 Uncials (capital letters), 2764 cursives, 2143 Lectionaries.  Less than one percent disagree with the Textus Receptus and more than 99 percent agree with the Textus Receptus.  Only 45 are not in conformity to the Textus Receptus, 13 papyri, 9 Uncials, and 23 Cursives.  Are the 45 better?  Do they represent the original and the majority a corruption?  If that were true than for 1700 years or more the church did not have the preserved word of God.  The church has historically used the Textus Receptus.  

On pages 45-48 of Defending the King James Bible, Dr. Waite lists 37 historical evidences supporting the Textus Receptus.  From 100-312 A.D., the 45 corrupt texts that disagree with the Textus Receptus originated.  This was a period of wrestling against many heresies and heretics that developed their own Bible’s to support their heresies.  The church rejected these variant texts and they fell into disuse whereas the Textus Receptus continued on as the text for the Christian church.  During this time according to Dr. Waite, “The Peshitta Syriac Version, (150 A.D…)…was based on the Received Text.  Papyrus #75 used the Received Text.  The Italic Church in Northern Italy (157 A.D) used the Received Text.  The Gallic Church of Southern France (177 A.D.) used the Received Text.  The Celtic Church in Great Brittain used the Received Text.  Church of Scotland and Ireland used the Received Text.  The Pre-Waldensian churches used the Received text.  The Waldensians (120 A.D. and onward) used the Received Text.”
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From 312-1453, the New Testament witnesses are all in agreement with the Textus Receptus.  Once again we quote Dr. Waite on Pages 46, 47.  “The Gothic version of the 4th century used the Received Text.  Codex W of Matthew in the 4th or 5th century used the Received Text.  Codex A in the Gospels (in the 5th century) used the Received Text.  The vast majority of extant New Testament manuscripts all used the Received Text.  This includes about 99% of them or about 5,210 of the 5,255 Manuscripts.  The Greek Orthodox church used the Received Text.  

From the period of 1453-1831, “The Greek Orthodox church still uses the Received Text.  The churches of the Reformation all used the Received Text.  The Catholic Complutensian Polyglot used the Received Text.  Martin Luther’s German Bible (1522) used the Received Text.  William Tyndale’s English Bible (1525) used the Received Text.  The French Version of Oliveton (1535) used the Received Text.  The Spanish version (1569) used the Received text.  The Czech Version (1602) used the Received Text.  The Italian Version of Diodati (1607) used the Received Text.”

Dean Burgon in his book, The Traditional text of the Holy Gospels, identified 76 Church Fathers who died before A.D. 400 that used scripture quotations from the Textus Receptus.  On pages 94-96 of Forever Settled, Dr. Jack Moorman studied the early church fathers quotations of the Bible before 400 A.D. and found that nearly 70 percent of the scripture quotations of the early church father were from the Textus Receptus.

There are 88 papyrus fragments of New Testament that have been discovered in Egypt dated from the second century through the fourth century A.D.  According to Dr. Moorman on page 107, only 13 of the 88 disagree with the Textus Receptus.  “Almost all of the 5000+…readings rejected by the critical texts would be vindicated by an early papyrus.”   Dr. Waite on page 57 of Defending the King James Version, noted that “85%” of the papyrus fragments are Textus Receptus. 

The Greek Text of Modern New Testament Translations.

All modern translations depart from the historical, preserved texts of the New Testament and are following the erroneous parts of the of the minority texts that were viewed as corrupt in their day and rejected by the church.  Sianiticus and Vaticanus are the two primary texts relied upon by modern translators of the New Testament.  Both were only discovered in the late 19th century.  Sinaiticus was found at the Sinai monastery in a trash can being used for kindling fires, page 112, Forever Settled.  Vaticanus was found on a shelf in the Vatican library totally disregarded and ignored, page 114, Forever Settled.  Burgon calculated that 8972 words of Sinaiticus were either omitted, substituted, transposed or modified, page 113, Forever Settled.  Moorman calculated that 7578 words of Vaticanus were either omitted, substituted, transposed or modified, page 115, Forever Settled.  Regarding Sinaiticus (aleph) and Vaticanus (B), Moorman quoted Herman Hoskier on page 115 of Forever Settled, “There are over 3000 real differences between Aleph and B in the Gospels alone!”.    Dr. Waite on page 60 of Defending the King 
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James Bible, quoted Tischendorf as saying concerning Sinaiticus (aleph), that it contained “15,000 changes made by contemporary or later hands.”

Is it a big deal?  When translations remove 21 verses from the N.T.: Matthew 17:21, 18:11, 23:14, 27:35, Mark 9:44, 9:46, 7:16, 11:26, 15:28, Luke 9:55, 11:2, 17:36, 23:17, John 5:4, Acts 8:37, 15:34, 24:6-8, 28:29, Romans 16:24, I John  5:7 and thousands of other words removed or changed that amount to nearly 10%, how can the reader of modern translations of the New Testament know if they are reading the words of God?  Besides this, the NASB and NIV often put in the text a warning like, “The earliest manuscripts do not contain…” or “The two most reliable manuscripts do not have…”  How can a reader of modern translations believe that God has preserved His word?

We need to know that as in the early days of the church combating gnosticism and other heresies and corrupt texts of the New Testament that such is going on today as these ancient rejected texts are exalted and are replacing the Traditional preserved Words of God used by Bible Believers for thousands of years.  We need to be reminded that the New Testament also gives warnings about those that will wrest scripture.  II Peter 3:16 says, “As also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are some things hard to be understood, which they that are unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other scriptures, unto their own destruction.”  According to Strong the Greek word translated “wrest” means to pervert.  Wresting scripture is very dangerous.  It leads to destruction.  II Corinthians 2:17, says, “For we are not as many, which corrupt the word of God…”  Yes there were and are those that seek to corrupt God’s word, but we must have no part of it.  Revelation 22:18, 19 says, “For I testify unto every man that heareth the words of the prophecy of this book, If any man shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the plagues that are written in this book: And if any man shall take away from the words of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part out of the book of life, and out of the holy city and from the things which are written in this book.”

David Cloud in his paper entitled, “Did Frank Logsdon Help Organize the New American Standard Version.”  We learn about a valiant man who believed and obeyed scripture to renounce all attachment to corrupt versions of the Bible.  S. Frank Logsdon, 1907-1987 was an author and pastor.  Among other churches he pastured the Moody Church in Chicago.  Logsdon was an honorary member of the Lockman Foundation, that produced the Amplified Bible and the New American Standard Bible.  Logsdon helped Franklin Dewey Lockman prepare a feasibility study which led to the production of the NASB.  He also interviewed some of the men that served as translators.  He wrote the Foreward that appears in the NASB.  In the later years of his life and after a critical evaluation of the NASB he renounced his association with the NASB.  He said of the NASB, “It’s wrong, it’s terribly wrong, it’s frightfully wrong… I must under God renounce every attachment to the New American Standard.”  For the rest of his life, Logsdon remained a defender of the King James Bible.  May God help us to renounce all attachment to the corrupting of the word of God found in the new versions of the Bible.
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Conclusion

From Forever Settled, page 81, “Most tampering of the text took place before 200 A.D.  And most was done in the Western areas furthest from the location of the original autographs.  Colwell says, ‘The overwhelming majority of variant readings were created before the year 200.’  Scrivener says, ‘The worst corruptions to which the N. T. has ever been subjected originated within a hundred years after it was composed.’  Kilpatrick states, ‘The creation of new variants ceased by 200 A.D. because it became impossible to sell them.’”

The reason why there are 13 of 88 papyri following the corrupted readings and 32 Greek manuscripts in existence that have corruptions and 30 percent quotations of Church fathers from corrupted texts is because error was making in roads into the church.  However, Christ promised in Matthew 16:18 that the gates of hell would not prevail against His church.  And in I Peter 1:25 that “the word of the Lord endureth for ever.”
By 400 A.D., the faithful church built on Christ and His word, believing it and practicing it went on with the true text that was a unified, errorless copy of the original known as the Received Text, Textus Receptus or Traditional Text.  The corrupt texts were left behind and those that were caught up in the corruption forgotten.

History is repeating itself.  Those old corruptions have been found.  Since the finding of Siniaticus, Vaticanus and the Dead Sea Scrolls, many cults like the Jehovah Witnesses have taken up with the false texts of the Bible.  Many good men like Charles Stanley and Stewart Custer others have popularized new translations from these corrupt texts and brought them into the church.  Unfortunately, Christian people are doubting God’s word where the promises of scripture preservation are given and are even doubting the N.T. canon itself. Unbelief will lead many people astray.  According to Romans 14:23,“Whatsoever is not of faith is sin.”  The Holy Spirit did guide Christ’s disciples into all truth as the canon of scripture was established.  The Holy Spirit did guide Christ’s disciples through the thousands of years of church history to have and teach all things to all nations whatsoever Jesus had commanded from a God preserved text of scriptur.  The Holy Spirit will continue even now when it seems unpopular.  And according to John 12:48, all who receive not Christ’s words will be judged by those very words.

History has shown that it takes about 300 years before those that have diverged go completely astray and it is manifest where the Bible believing, Christ founded church will remain.  Getting off a little from a parallel line may at first be hardly noticed, but after time the divergence leads further apart from the true.  Christ is only the foundation of the church that remains true to His inspired, infallible, preserved word.  If Christ tarries this will be the history of the critical text/new translation movement.  It’s NASB’s and NIV’s will become buried, the translation offspring that is even more corrupt like CEV’s, and TEV’s will become impossible to sell and all the popular proponents and scholars forgotten.  Christ’s church that is founded upon Him and His word will continue.  Where will you be in the history of truth and God’s word?
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