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1 Be ye followers of me even as I also am of Christ.

2 Now I praise you, brethren, that ye remember me in all things and keep the ordinances as I delivered them to you.

3 But I would have you know that the head of every man is Christ and the head of the woman is the man and the head of Christ is God.

4 Every man praying or prophesying having his head covered, dishonoureth his head.

5 But every woman that prayeth or prophesieth with her head uncovered dishonoureth her head: for that is even all one as if she were shaven.

6 For if the woman be not covered, let her also be shorn: but if it be a shame for a woman to be shorn or shaven let her be covered.

7 For a man indeed ought not to cover his head forasmuch as he is the image and glory of God: but the woman is the glory of the man.

8 For the man is not of the woman; but the woman of the man.

9 Neither was the man created for the woman; but the woman for the man.

10 For this cause ought the woman to have power on her head because of the angels.

11 Nevertheless neither is the man without the woman, neither the woman without the man in the Lord.

12 For as the woman is of the man, even so is the man also by the woman; but all things of God.

13 Judge in yourselves: is it comely that a woman pray unto God uncovered?

14 Doth not even nature itself teach you that if a man have long hair it is a shame unto him?

15 But if a woman have long hair, it is a glory to her: for her hair is given her for a covering.

16 But if any man seem to be contentious we have no such custom, neither the churches of God.
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I. Introduction.

Having been born into this world in the year 1966, I am old enough to have seen the strange phenomenon of the 1960’s and 1970’s.  It is referred to as the sexual revolution.  The young people of those years rebelled against norms of family and church to pursue sex, drugs and rock and roll.  These people are referred to as the baby boomer rebels.

The strangest sight to be seen during this time was in the churches cross denominationally.  I wish that I could say that it didn’t affect the independent fundamental Baptists, but it did.  Parents and grand parents of the baby boomers would be seen going to church on Sunday morning, women in modest dresses with feminine long hair or head coverings.  Men wore suits or slacks and ties with short hair while the baby boomer girls would be in mini skirts or slacks with long or short hair and the baby boomer boys would be in odd style pants like bell bottoms and long hair hence came the reference “hippie.”  Unfortunately many of the baby boomers in growing up never grew up.  They now in old age still dress like they did in the 60’ and 70’s and their children who are growing up or are grown up are no improvement.

This paper is written because the children and grandchildren of the baby boomers have not had the privilege to know what Christianity was like before their parents or grandparents rebelled.  They also have not had for the most part faithful pastors to teach what the Bible says is appropriate appearance for Christians.  Jeremiah 6:16 says, “Thus saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways and see, and ask for the old paths, where is the good way and walk therein and ye shall find rest for your souls.  But they said we will not walk therein.”  For those that want to know right and those that are concerned about rebelling read on.

II. Overview.

A. The consistency of the Text.

Verses one through sixteen of I Corinthians eleven make up one paragraph and follow through and complete one basic thought concerning hair length and headship.  Many handle the text as if it were two paragraphs and two separate thoughts.  They suppose that the first paragraph is verses 1-13 dealing with coverings put on heads as they relate to men and women and headship when praying or prophesying.  The second paragraph with its supposed separate thought is verses 14-16, which deals with long hair on women and short hair on men.  It must be emphasized that this dividing and interpreting of the text is erroneous.  The text must be kept intact as a whole for proper understanding.  It must also be realized that head coverings and hair lengths are not the main subject of interpretation in the text.  They are but illustrations and applications of the main interpretation of the text.
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B. The interpretation of the Text.

The proper interpretation of the text concerns the matter of authority in headship between Christ and God the Father, men with Christ and women with men.  Verse three sets the main principle with the rest of the verses being illustrations and applications of the point.  Verse three says, “But I would have you know that the head of every man is Christ and the head of the woman is the man and the head of Christ is God.”  This clearly sets forth  every individual’s place regarding authority and their responsibility and role to please and honor their head.  Jesus Christ has set the example when he said that he came not to do his own will but the will of the Father who sent him.  And again that he does only those things which please the Father.  Verses 7-10 further expound the roles and responsibilities of men and women.  Men are the image and glory of Christ and therefore are responsible to submit to do his will and please him in all things.  The fact that man was created first bears this out.  “For the man is not of the woman…”  “He is the image and glory of God.”

Women on the other hand are the glory of the man.  Wives then have the responsibility and role to submit to their husbands and do that which pleases them.  This is shown by the fact that Eve was created second, being taken out of Adam.  “For the man is not of the woman but the woman of the man.  Neither was the man created for the woman but the woman for the man.”  “The woman is the glory of the man.”  In this age of apostasy where women’s liberation and exaltation over men abounds and men are whimpy, self- centered couch potatoes, Christians had better make sure that they appropriate these scriptures to their lives.  Romans 14:12 tells us that we must all give an account of ourselves to God.  We can be sure also that our marriages and testimonies will be strong and blessed of God if we would follow scripture and not society.

C. The applications of the Text.

Now that we have established the main principle of the text we can see that the rest of the text is the application and illustration of the main point.  That is, there is a right way that is pleasing to Christ for men to pray unto God and prophesy.  This involves his head being uncovered by short hair length.  For man is the image and glory of God.  Likewise, there is a different way for women to pray and prophesy and show subjection and bring glory to their heads, their husbands.  This involves the covering of their heads by long hair length which is clearly interwoven throughout the text.  By keeping the text intact and following it consistently, it becomes clear that the text is not presenting an artificial covering of the head, but the natural covering that God has given of the hair.  The head covering in each verse must be referring to hair lengths for three reasons.  First, the definitions of the Greek words make it the natural flow and understanding of the context.  Second, the text throughout gives illustrations regarding hair length.  Third, if the word “covered” meant in each instance an artificial veil or mantle put on the head, then the apostle would have used the Greek word “peribolaiou” found only in verse 15 exclusively.
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III. The Exposition of the Text.

A. Christian Women.

1. Long hair is given by God for a glorious covering of your head.

a. Verse 15, For your glory (doxa): honor, respect, praise.

b. Verse 7, For your husbands glory (doxa): honor, respect, praise.

c. Verse 10 For your guardian angel’s opinion of godly submission.

d. Verse 5, To pray or prophesy is to talk to God or others about God at any time not just church worship.

2. To have an uncovered head by short hair and to pray and prophesy in that condition is to dishonor your head.

a. Verse 3, Your head here is a reference to your husband or father.

b. Verse 6, The dishonoring shame to your husband or father is the same shame as if you were shorn or shaven.

1) Shorn, (Keiro): means to cut off with shears.

2) Shaven, (Xurao): means to be shaven to baldness.

3. To be covered (katakalupto) means to have hair length that covers down over your head on the sides and back.

a. This is not a veil or mantle to be put on.  The word veil or mantle (peribolaiou) is translated in verse 15 as “covering”.  Specifically, a woman’s long hair is “for” (anti): “in the place of” a veil or mantle.  It is the head covering not hair covering.

b. By way of application if a woman is unable to have naturally long hair then a veil or mantle would be in order if not a wig.

c. Long (komao) hair: is hair that is long enough to have tresses, locks, curls or braids.
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B. Christian Men.

1. Verse 14, Long hair on men is a God placed natural shame, disgrace, infamy.

2. Verse 4, Having your head covered by long hair is a dishonor to your head.

a. Verse 3, Your head is Jesus Christ Himself.

b. Verse 7, You were created in His image and by looking like Christ in hair length you bring glory (doxa): honor respect and praise to Him.  Jesus did not have long hair!

3. To be uncovered (akatakalupto) means not to have hair length that covers down over your head on the sides and back.

a. This is not the taking off of a hat, however if a man has a hat on it should be removed when praying or prophesying: speaking to God or to others about God for reverence and glory to God.

b. To not have long (komao) hair is the absense of hair long enough to have tresses, locks, curls or braids.

1) Prevention by shearing (keiro), cutting off with shears.

2) Prevention by shaving (xurao) removal with razor.

C. God.

1. Verse 1,2, We are to keep the ordinances of scripture and follow the examples of them who are following Christ by His word.

2. Verse 16, No arguing or contending against these principles is acceptable.

3. Verse 16, This custom or practice is never to be changed among Christians and churches.

IV. The Conclusion.

Short hair is for Christian men and long hair is for Christian women.  If men wear their hair long enough to have tresses, locks, curls or braids hanging down on the sides and back they are shaming Christ and should never pray to God or speak to others about God in this condition or with a hat on.  The fundamentalist practice of keeping men’s hair off the ears and collar is truly scriptural.  If women’s hair is not long enough to have tresses, locks, curls or braids hanging down on the sides and back they shame their husband or father, jeopardize their testimony before their guardian angel and might as well be bald.  They should never pray to God or speak to others about God in this condition unless they put a covering on their head.

