DEFINING “CHRISTIAN” FROM SCRIPTURE

I make literally thousands of home visits in Tinley Park every year; two basic definitions of a Christian surface in my discussions.  The first is, that a Christian is a baptized member of a denomination within Christendom.  The second most popular definition is that a Christian is one who believes in God and tries real hard to be a good person.  While both may sound pleasing, neither is accurate with scripture.  The Bible would define a Christian as a born again disciple of Christ.  The word Christian appears only 3 times in the Bible, Acts 11:26, Acts 26:28, I Peter 4:16.  Acts 11:26 says, “…And the disciples were called Christians first in Antioch.”  The term Christian means like Christ and it was first coined by non- Christians.  Previously they had been referred to as disciples.  A Christian is a disciple of Christ.  The word disciple according to Strong’s concordance is a Learner.  

The foundational truth learned by a disciple of Christ is the Gospel.  The message Jesus went everywhere preaching is found in Mark 1:15, “The time is fulfilled and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent and believe the Gospel.”  A Christian has done two things relating to his personal salvation; he has repented and believed the Gospel.  According to I Corinthians 15:1-4, believing the Gospel means personally receiving and trusting in the substitutionary death of Christ for our sins and the burial and bodily resurrection of Christ from the dead as guarantee for eternal life.  Preceding this trust is required repentance.  The person that comes to trust in Christ’s death burial and resurrection must realize his need of this salvation.  Christ came into the world to save sinners and that is every person (Romans 3:23).  Christ died for our sins (I Cor.15:3).  Our sin is why Jesus died.  Sin comes in two forms pride and disobedience.  Jesus referred to the proud self- righteous and the disobedient sinful as needing to repent.  Repent is a turn in thinking and acting.  In order to believe the Gospel and become His disciple a person must turn from false religion, proud self- righteousness and sinful disobedience.  This best explains the transformational term born again that Jesus used in John 3:3, “…Except a man be born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

There are two more scriptural ingredients in defining a Christian or disciple.  According to the Great Commission in Matthew 28:20, a Christian is one who is learning to observe all things commanded by Jesus.  This involves study and application of scripture to one’s daily life.  Jesus taught his disciples in Luke 4:4, “Man shall not live by bread alone but by every word of God.”  Three times in Luke 14 Jesus plainly stated a requirement to be His disciple.   This is summarized in verse 27, “And whosoever doth not bear his cross, and come after me cannot be my disciple.”  Jesus has called his disciples to reflect his example of cross bearing, sacrificing, self- denial, laying down one’s own life for Christ.  Only such cross bearing shows what it means to love the Lord God with all our heart soul and mind.  Summarized, a Christian from scripture is a person who has turned from sin, false religion, and self- righteousness to trust the death, burial and resurrection of Christ for their soul’s salvation and is studying and living by all the teachings of scripture and sacrificing and practicing self- denial to live for Jesus and make other disciples.  Does that describe you?  

Scripturally discerning a Christian is essential when people for political reasons claim to be Christians and members of Christian churches to get votes, yet have no testimony of personal salvation, personal following all of scripture’s teachings and make no sacrifices for Christ and His Gospel.  John McCain and Barak Obama both claim to be Christians and members of Christian denominations.  Yet neither has given a personal testimony of salvation, (Romans 10:11).  Neither has demonstrated fidelity to scripture’s denunciation of homosexuality, (Leviticus 18:22) and the murder of the unborn, (Exodus 21:22,23).  Neither is willing to sacrifice for Christ and state plainly that Jesus is the only way to God, (John 14:6), but instead seek to legitimize false religions.  How can a true Christian  be faithful to Christ and vote for either?

