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Introduction.

After celebrating the Lord’s Supper our church has recently been reading our church covenant.  When we came to the words, “we will abstain from the sale and use of intoxicating drink…”, God smote my heart with the question, “What about drugs?”

After decades of pastoring churches I have heard many Christians confess having used drugs in their youth.  I have even encountered those that still struggle with drug use after professing Christ.  In fact as time passes on it seems to be gaining as a foothold in both society and churches rather than diminishing.

The baby boomer rebellion of the 1960’s and 1970’s was all about sex, drugs and rock and roll.  I remember watching with dismay this invasion into our independent fundamental Baptist church by teen pregnancy, juvenile crime and youth wasted on drugs, the sons and daughters of good Christians seemingly influenced mainly by unsaved peers in the public school.  Christians responded in the 1970’s and 1980’s by establishing Christian schools or by removing from the urban public schools to the “safer” suburban or even rural public schools.  By the time 1990’s and the new decade of the 21st century rolled around drugs were penetrating Christian schools and had overcome even the rural communities and public schools of the USA so that there was nowhere to go to get away from them but to stay home and home-school.  Now into the second decade of the 21st century even the home cannot be protected from the drug culture.  Homes are now infiltrated by drugs through those using drugs in the church and community, so that it is impossible to prevent our children today from encountering drugs.  Even Presidents admit to using drugs.

Do not for a minute think that this is written just to address the problem of marijuana use among teens and adults as sorcery.  No, dear reader, the bewitching of the American culture and the churches of America goes much deeper than that including herbalism, psychosomatic and pharmaceuticals.  You may not agree but please continue reading with an open and prayerful heart.  I am convinced that we are 50 years overdue in adding a statement to our church constitutions and covenants concerning abstaining from the bewitching allurement of sorcery by drugs.

I. The Certainty.

There are two words that we are using interchangeably in this study.  They are “witchcraft” and “sorcery”.  Both of these terms are condemned as sin as severely in the Bible as any other sin.  Both words are translations of the same Greek word in the New Testament.  The Greek word is Pharmakia.  Strong in the Strongs Concordance uses three words to describe this Greek word, “medication, magic, sorcery”.  W.E. Vine in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words, wrote, “Primarily signified the use of medicine, drugs, spells…In sorcery, the use of drugs, whether simple or potent, was generally accompanied by incantations and appeals to occult powers…”  
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Acts 8:11, says, “And to him they had regard, because that of long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.”  To become bewitched with sorcery is to become astounded or insane that is out of normal mental reason by the divination magical incantation power of drugs.  Sorcerers used drugs to lure people out of sound mind and hook them to more sorcery dependence.

Let’s study scripture on this subject.  The Greek word, “pharmakia” is translated in Galatians 5:20 as “witchcraft” which appears in a list of works of the flesh, “that they which do such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.”  Notice carefully that involvement in “pharmakia” that is drug sorcery or witchcraft as a provider or participant will prevent a person from heaven.  This is a sin like all others that must be repented of for salvation so that it may be said, “and such were some of you but ye are washed.” (I Cor. 6:11).  This is also a sin by classification that should, “not be once named among you as becometh saints.” (Eph. 5:3).

“Pharmakia” appears translated as “sorcery” in Revelation 9:21.  “Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.”  The context here of Revelation 9 is the trumpet judgments of the tribulation.  As these judgments are carried out on the earth it is apparent that during this time drug “sorcery” is a major problem.  We should conclude then that if we are near to the coming of the Lord that it must be gaining as a sinful aspect of culture that will be dominated by Satan and his anti-christ government.  Notice also the refusal to repent of drug sorcery in the face of severe judgment and death.

“Pharmakia” appears translated as “sorcery” in Revelation 18:23.  “…for by thy sorceries were all nations deceived.”  The context of Revelation 18 is the fall of economic Babylon.  Spiritual Babylon is overthrown in Revelation 17, which many pre-millenialists believe to be the fall of the Vatican of Roman Catholicism.  The identity of Economic Babylon in Revelation 18 does not have agreement from leading Pre-millenialists.  Some take it to be literal Babylon in Iraq.  Others take it to be an unknown economic national power.  Some even suggest that it may be the USA.  Only the USA from verse three can be described as having “all nations” and “merchants of the earth waxed rich through the abundance of her delicacies.”  And verse 11, “And the merchants of the earth weep and mourn over her; for no man buyeth their merchandise any more.”  Then verses 17-19 all the merchants of the earth are seen in ships mourning this great overthrow by fire.  In any case once again this tribulation period city or nation is deep in deceiving the nations of the world with drug sorcery.  Drug sorcery is definitely a sign of the times.

“Pharmakia” appears translated as “sorcery” in Revelation 21:8.  “…sorcerers… shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone which is the second death.”  Once again do not mistake the plainness that drug sorcerers are all unsaved and hell bound.  Revelation 22:15 says it plainly the other way.  “Pharmakia” drug sorcerers are on the outside of heaven with all the murderers, whoremongers, idolaters and liars.
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II.
The Consideration.

A. Hallucinogenic and narcotic drugs are sorcery.

Is it inaccurate to say that all hallucinogenic drugs and narcotics promoted and used today would be modern day sorcery?  Is this not out of sound mind bewitching?  Is not the sin thereof a destructive abuse of the temple of God, designed to be inhabited and controlled by the Holy Spirit of God?  Is it not a devilish occultic abuse that if a person is addicted to such drugs that evil spirits have chained a soul from God for Hell while freeing themselves up to attack someone else?  Such don’t need to be demon possessed because they are just as rendered by the addicted effect of drugs on their mind and body.  

Would you agree that it is strange that a conservative, Christian, republican candidate for President of the USA and medical Doctor on top of all that such as Ron Paul advocates the legalization of drugs in America?  He is not alone though bed fellow with some pretty radical liberals.  Have you heard and considered the defense for legalizing drug use-age?  We have heard it said that drugs such as marijuana are a safe, natural and cost effective way for individuals to deal with various pains.  We have even heard it said that drugs are the creation of God and must therefore be good.  Is it true that drugs such as marijuana are safe, natural and the creation of God?  Absolutely Not! 

Drugs are not safe.  We know personally a man who attended our church in his youth in the 1970’s that today lives by himself and has no friends, no ability to hold a job and virtually no life or interaction with society.  Everyone avoids him because he is impossible to relate to and deal with.  He is one casualty among many that God only knows that wasted his brain on drugs and is truly, “far out”.

Drugs are not the natural creation of God.  Though derived from natural sources drugs like alcohol go through a process of manipulation by man to achieve the desired effect.  There is a fine line between preserving fermenting wine at a point where it is still palatable to drink with an intoxicating effect and it totally spoiling through the rotting process and becoming worthless to only be poured down the drain or becoming vinegar.  Likewise, marijuana and tobacco are derived from plants and go through a process of fermenting and drying to a point of preservation for the desired effect.  Once again such may rot by moisture or dry too much and be worthless from a hallucinogenic or nerve relaxing prospect.  The same could be said about various powders, odors and potion type drugs as well.  We emphasize that drugs are the manipulation of sinful man for sinful purposes not the creation of God.  Hallucinogenic and narcotic drug use is absolutely sorcery with all the condemnation of hell upon them!  The remedy for the cause and the effect is salvation in Jesus Christ by repentance and faith and the filling ministry of the Holy Ghost.  One cannot not be a user of drugs if filled with the Spirit (Eph.5:18).
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B. Herbalism is often sorcery.

There is a very fine line between the superstition of ancient herbal remedies and witch doctoring by drug sorcery!  When the Herbalist who often today is a member in good standing of conservative fundamental Baptist churches offers an herbal concoction though it be without incantations, spells and appeals to occultic spirits and powers because it is gloriously promoted to be the very cure you need for whatever ails you, is not that sorcery?  What really is it about that ancient herbal remedy that cures, the ingredients or the ancient appeal to spirits now left out?  How do you know?  What scientific studies have been done to back up the claim to cure?  Are the stories of people cured and praising the remedy accurate?  Is the herbalist not fortune telling and prognosticating or divining by drugs your health?  Is this not modern day sorcery?  

We have known good Christians who have be bewitched by herbalistic Christian and Baptist sorcerers who lost trust in medical doctors and have taken herbal pills, potions, creams and chelation therapies that were supposed to cure every thing from diabetes to cancer to heart disease just to die violent painful deaths due to being bewitched by a false out of sound mind thinking sorcery.  Like a gambling addict at a casino they refused to see that they were being bewitched by out of sound mind allurement to get well quick.  The fact of the matter is that it took years to get overweight or to get the cancer or heart disease and there is no natural remedy to reverse such quickly.  

Elderly people are so susceptible to sorcery.  Years ago sorcery type thinking was seen in the senior saints group of churches as they all bought into Barley Green.  Now it is much more serious as they buy into ancient sorcery herbal potions, and drug therapies.  Is this not bewitching in the church?  Is this not all the opposite of faith?  Should not God be sought first?  If one is experiencing disease of minor or major proportion should they not consider the scriptural reason and application?  Some diseases come as thorns in the flesh that we might in physical weakness depend upon God’s grace.  Some diseases come as trials of our faith to produce patience, experience and hope.  Some diseases come because of sin that God might be sought and sin confessed.  Some diseases come for the glory of God that God in his power and for His honor might miraculously heal.  Some diseases come because they are God’s appointment for death.

God is always to be sought first.  Herbal remedies if considered should always be proven scientifically first before believing the glorious get cured quick promises.  Not all Doctors are to be distrusted.  Seek and find a good doctor who will truly give the best medical advice.
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C. Pharmaceutical Medications are often sorcery.

Along the same line as Herbalist and Naturalist quick cure sorcerers is the gigantic economic engine of Pharmaceutical companies offering their quick cure meds.  The television cannot be watched in America without a bombardment of advertising for the latest drug approved by the FDA manufactured by giant Pharmaceutical companies that you must immediately go to your doctor and request a prescription.  Pills or meds are now readily available for almost every ailment it seems; from diet pills to sexual function pills to pain alleviators come and get it.  Strong’s definition of sorcery was, “medication sorcery”, or sorcery by medication.

Again is this not sorcery?  Is not the beckoning to drugs for promised health the same as fortune telling, prognosticating and divining health?  Often the fine print tells of negative effects in other areas or the toxic cocktail results often overlooked even by medical doctors of taking a drug with another drug.  Or later the FDA drops the approval because the previous scientific testing was wrong and it was not safe for human consumption.  Class action lawsuits for debilitation of health in other areas or even death often follow this form of sorcery.  Are we sure that evil spirits are not involved somehow?

Once again Christians should first seek God and the purposes of God in any physical ailment.  We are to be reminded of Asa in II Chronicles 16:12.  Asa started out as a good king but drifted from the Lord.  God allowed him to have apparently a mild foot disease.  For years and years and years he sought only to the Physicians and not to God and it got worse and worse until it took his life.  It is worded in such a way that had he sought the Lord it would not have been a disease unto death.  How many in church today are in the same situation?  Once again God is to be sought first and good advice from a trustworthy medical Doctor,

D. Behavior modification and Psychosomatic medications are sorcery.

How many people within society, school, and church are medicated by psychiatric drugs prescribed by psychiatric practitioners for hyper activity, attention deficit, depression etc.  Is this not sorcery?  The Greek word “Psyche” appears many times in the New Testament most often translated by the English word, “soul”.   This should be enough evidence to convince people that when they are facing serious issues of behavior or motivation or depression that it is a spiritual issue that God by the Bible has the only remedy for.  All Fruedian psychiatry should be rejected by the Bible believing child of God!  It too is antichrist sorcery.  Such wrongly prognosticate and divine about current and past events and their effects on the psyche and prescribe drugs as a remedy for the condition.

One would wonder how people before psychologists survived?  How could we possibly live without Ritalin and Prozac among others?  Every year the numbers rise that are prescribed such medications and the church is not exempt.  
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We have heard of more than one account of even pastors on such medications and even multiple accounts of pastors that have committed suicide.  Once again such medications are not proven to be trustworthy.  Often they have the exact opposite effect of what they are supposed to prevent.  Once again are we sure that evil spirits are not involved?  The devil is murderer.

God is to be sought first and his remedy from the Bible.  God’s remedy is salvation and after that discipline, Holy Spirit led self- control, self- denial, the renewing of the mind by meditation on scripture and bringing all thoughts into obedience to Christ.  Sometimes there is sin to be confessed, forgiveness to be sought and guilt to be remedied by the cross.  To avoid God’s spiritual remedy for a spiritual problem is only to make a spiritual matter worse.

One might wonder about chemical imbalances?  Do they not need to be remedied by a chemical correction?  Once again we reason how did people deal with such before the modern day psychsomatic sorcery?  We wonder if some chemical imbalances are the result of improper thinking and if the thinking can be altered by the Spirit of God according to the word of God once again God’s remedy will prevail.

III. The Conclusion.

We need to be clear that we are not saying that all medical drugs are sorcery.  If one has been prescribed by a medical Doctor to be on blood pressure medication, insulin, penicillin etc.  We are not saying stop all medication.  Some medications are of God.  Scientific studies have been done and proven over time to be a benefit to health.  This is of God for man’s well being to live and serve God.  Anti-biotics and even pain maskers can be a blessing of God to live as long as possible and serve God as long as possible.  Such do not control the mind and prevent the Holy Spirit’s filling.  What we are saying is that for every person alive on planet earth, God’s will in disease or physical or psychiatric ailment is to seek Him first and pre-eminently!

God’s remedy is the blood redemption of His Son Jesus Christ who wants to take over and inhabit the body as His temple by His Holy Spirit, I Corinthians 6:19,20.  God’s remedy is the purging of the conscience by faith in Christ’s blood, Hebrews 9:14.  After salvation God’s remedy is the renewing of the mind, Romans 12:2.  God’s will is that anxiety and wrong thinking be replaced with prayer and scripture meditation, Colossians 3:16.  Ultimately the victory over any thing in this world is faith and obedience to Christ, I John 5:4.  If you will repent and believe the Gospel you can be saved immediately, Mark 1:15.

